oY De ere OPE IE nae Ae 


lived in a period when these con- 


peices stestieres fia | er: SBii cos 


TR pense, pull : FAW. iginngnese iti, 


HF i suspanonu ere 


n> Edited. 6y JOHNR. Rice. « 


Be 3 
cesses. rte sarees 


Editorial and Executive Office: 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


te pes) a gist vu 9 ay % ef. es sob ole ae Bit, Sh Lays bean OE hae va i . i ani . ~ deh 
| ‘ - %, » ay 


An Independent Christian Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Saieation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, | Worldliness and Formalism. 


Vol. XXI, No, 49 


FRIDAY, December 9, 1955 


United States 


1 year $2.50; 3 years $5.00 


Canada and foreign 1 year $3.00; 3 years $6.50 


Was Peter the First Pope? 


Did Christ Give Peter the Power to Forgive Sins? Did the Catholic Church 
Get This Right From Peter? Was the True Church Founded 
on Peter or on Christ? 


By Editor John R, Rice 


“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”—Matt. 


16 :18,19. 


Catholics say that Christ foun- 
ded His church upon Peter. They 
say that Peter was the first pope, 
or head of the church, and that 
this primacy of Peter descends to 
other Catholic popes. Therefore 
they claim that the Catholic 
church is the true church, that 
only the Catholic church can for- 
give sins, etc. Now that can be 
easily answered from the Bible, 
and I hope you will give it care- 
ful consideration and check up 
for yourself and see if this an- 
swer is not thoroughly satisfac- 
tory. 


1. First, Jesus Did Not Say He 
Would Found His Church 
Upon Peter? 

The church is not founded upon 
Peter, but upon Jesus Himself. A 
note upon these verses in the Sco- 
field Reference Bible says, ‘There 
is in the Greek a play upon the 
“ords ‘thou art Peter‘ (Petros— 
literally, a little rock,’) and upon 
this rock (Petra) I will build my 
church.’ He does not promise to 
build His church upon Peter, but 
upon Himself, as Peter himself is 
careful to tell us (I Pet. 2:4-9.)” 
First Peter 2:4-9 says, “To 
whom coming, as unto a living 
stone, disallowed indeed of men, 
but chosen of God, and precious, 
ye also, as lively stones, are built 


up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is 
contained in the scripture, Behold 
I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, 
elect, precious: and he that believ- 
eth on him shall not be confound- 
ed. Unto you therefore which be- 
lieve he is precious: but unto 
them which be disobedient, the 
stone which the builders disal- 
lowed, the same is made the head 
of the corner, and a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offence, 
even to them which stumble at 
the word, being disobedient; 
whereunto also they were appoint- 
ed. But ye are a chosen genera- 
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should show forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light,” 

From the aboye Scripture yvov, 
can tell that all Christians arely 


living stones, built up into aj 
chief | - 


spiritual house. But the 
corner stone is Jesus Christ Him- 
self. Always in Scripture Jesus is 
the Rock, the chief stone. So He 
is the Foundation Stone. 

That is exactly what I Corinth- 
ians 3:10,11 says: “According to 
the grace of God which is given 


(Continued on page 8) 


"By Rev. H. A. Dronside, TD. D., Lite. TD. 


Former Pastor Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, Illinois 


(Preached Sunday night, September 19, 1943, in Moody Memorial 


Church. Stenographically reported 


I am going to ask you tonight 
to turn to a very familiar Scrip- 
ture, yet one that is not preach- 
ed on as often today as in the 
days of our fathers. Some way 
people forget that the Bible has 
a great deal to say about eternal 
judgment as well as about the 
revelation of God in Christ. 


I am going to read to you from 
the sixteenth chapter of Luke, be- 
ginning with the nineteenth verse. 
Hear the words of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ: 


, “There was ja certain rich man 
prhich was clothed in purple and 

ne? linen, Gime farcd. surpt: usly 
every day: And there was a Cer- 
tain beggar named Lazarus, which 
was laid at his gate, full of sores, 
And desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich 
man’s table: moreover the dogs 
came and licked his sores. And it 
came to pass, that the beggar 
died, and was carried by the an- 


gels into Abraham’s bosom: the 
rich man also died, and was bur- 


From Unbelieving Science Profes- 
sor to Christ and the Pulpit. A Per- 
sonal Testimony Concerning Science 


and the Bible 


NOW | BELIEVE! 


By S. James Bole, Ph.D., 


Pastor and Evangelist, 1315 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa 


“This know also, that in the last days perilous times 


shall come. For men shall be 


Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of 


the truth ... Having a form 


power thereof: from such turn away . 
be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having | ° 
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the|- 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”— 


4 :2,3,4. 


Paul wrote these prophetic 
words nineteen hundred years ago, 
and I realize too well that I have 


ditions have come true in the lives 
of men. After graduating from 
three universities and teaching for 
forty years in high school, two 
colleges, and two universities, and 
after preaching the Gospel for 
thirty-five years, I am writing this 
message largely out of my own 
experience. 


Early Years 
I was brought up on a farm 
near Battle Creek, Michigan, the 
only boy in the family. I well re- 


lovers of their own selves... 


of godliness, but denying the 
.. Preach the word; 


HT Tim.-8t1, 4; 6: 


member that September morning 


when I said good-bye to my moth- | ® 
er and sister, when father and I| : 
loaded a new trunk and an old]: 
valise into the spring wagon, and | : 
father drove me to the morning] : 
train, Somehow life took on al: 
new meaning to me that morn-| : 


ing. I was leaving the old farm, 


the life which I knew so well, to 


enter the University of Michigan, 


which at that time was the great- é 


est school in the Middle West. 
My religious training and ex- 
perience had been very little. I 


had attended the Sunday School} 
during the summer months held in 


the old red schoolhouse a mile 
away, but had learned but little 


from God’s Werd and the quarter- 


lies. My father was an infidel— 
a freethinker. What he knew 


about the Scriptures, he used in 
arguing against them. Like most 
boys, I was trying to walk in my 
father’s footsteps. Two other men 
(Continued on page 7) 


‘|seription for 3 years. 
‘|never make more of a saving. And 
*|you ought to renew ahead of time 
‘|to save us the expense of sending 
:|renewal notices, to save you the 


for THE SWORD OF THE LORD). 


ied. And in hell he lifted up his 


his bosom. And he cried and said, 


forted, and thou are tormented. 


ed: so that the, 
from hence to you. cannot; neither 


(Continued on page 10) 


eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 


Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in 
water, and cool my tongue; for 
I am tormented in this flame. But 
Abraham said, Son, remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy 
good things, and likewise Lazarus 
evil things: but now he is com- 


And beside all this, between us, 
and you there x great gulf fix-S 
h 


ich would pass | @& 


yi 


Dr. H. A. tronside 


THIS 


Love Christmas,” Must 


night Thursday, December 15. Rush 
Subscriptions Today! 


By the Editor 


iS IT! 


Last Notice—Special Subscription Campaign Closes Decem- 
ber 15. All Subscriptions at Special Rate of $5 for 3 
Yearly Subscriptions in U.S. With Free $2 Book, “I 


Be Postmarked by Mid- 


our 


at once. 


First, you should take advant- 
age of the offer and get the $2 
book, I Love Christmas, for 3 
one-year subscriptions to THE 
SworpD OF THE LorpD for $5 ($6.50 
in Canada and foreign countries). 
You will want the beautiful book 
for Christmas. You may want 
extra copies to give to friends. 
The subscription rate is at rock 
bottom—three yearly — subscrip- 


e tions for $5, plus the free premium 


book. This offer holds good only 


for letters mailed and postmarked 
_|not later than December 15th. 


You may renew your own sub- 
You will 


trouble of being reminded and 


- ~|having to subscribe again. 


of Conscience 


If you believe the Bible, if you 
are for soul winning and revival, 
if you stand with us for the fun- 
damentals of the faith, then you 
have a solemn duty to help us get 
out THE SworD OF THE LorD. Good 
Christians ought not need to be 
reminded, ought not need any 
pleading to get them to help 


This is the last call for the special subscription offer. 
Please rush your subscriptions to The Sword of the Lord 


This is a matter of privilege, a matter of duty, a matter 
of honor, a matter of conscience, a matter of love for Christ. 


‘lessness about 


A Matter of Honor, of Duty, — 


—_ 
——— 


spread the Gospel, For Christians 
to carelessly neglect to send in 
their renewals, and thus miss is- 
sues Of THE SworD OF THE LorD 
which they want and need, and to 
cause us extra trouble in trying te 


remind them to 
renew, is wrong. 
It dishonors God. 
It indicates an 
ungrateful heart, 
I fear, or a care- 


spiritual things. 
So, I beg you who 
are readers of 
THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD and who 
love the work 
and believe in it, 
to send in your 
renewal at once 
as a matter of duty, and honor 


(Continued on page 4). 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


/ 
Happy Birthday to YOU. 


By- Viola. Walden, Secretary to Dr. Rice 


A great big birthday is coming up December 11, and I 
know thousands of you would join the office force in singing 
this greeting to Dr. Rice if you could, Scores of you love him, 
as we do, and how you would delight to make him happy. We 
here at the Sword office look forward to honoring him on 
December 11. This morning in joint devotions, when both 
offices meet together, we planned, and planned, and planned 
some more, how best to show our loving appreciation to 
him. This is a very special birthday— his sixtieth. Because 
he is approaching his “threescore” we believe a great host of 


SWORD readers will want to 


Twenty-one years ago last Sep- 
tember THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
was born. And I’ve seen it grow, 
like Topsy, from a wee baby to a 
full grown child, Just a few 
months before that date I came 
to work for Dr. Rice while he was 
in Dallas, Texas. Back then city- 
wide revivals had all but disap- 
peared from the earth. There were 
not many evangelists, at least few 
would admit they were. But in 
1934 Dr. Rice was proud of the 
name evangelist, and called him- 
self by that name. He published 
in THE Sworp revival sermons, 
evangelistic sermons when others 
called them “addresses.” In THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD great soul 
winners of the past were featured 
—back then, as now; yes, THE 
SWORD campaigned year in and 
year out for. mass revival, for 
preaching against sin, for public 
invitation to accept Christ, for 
the evangelistic church, for the 
fullness of the Spirit. 


Yes, Dr, Rice twenty years ago, 
‘-gnd up to the present, has suffer- 
ed for evangelism and for evan- 
gelists; yet he has gloried in his 
suffering, deeming it an honor to 
be counted worthy to be in t 
ministry, an “evangelist.” 


Five years. after I began work- 
ing for Dr. Rice he resigned his 
large pastorate of some 1700 
members in Dallas, and set out 
to do the full-time work of an 
evangelist anywhere, everywhere, 
winning thousands of souls. 

In 1942 Dr. Rice began having 
large conferences on revival and 
soul winning—in Bethany Reform- 
ed Church and the Gospel Taber- 
nacle in Chicago; in Massey Hall, 
Toronto; at Winona Lake; at Lake 
Louise, Toccoa, Georgia; at the 
Church of the Open Door, Los 
Angeles; at Fort Smith, and else- 
where. On his knees in a Y. M. 
C. A. room in South Chicago he 
prayed until 2 a.m. and solemnly 
pledged himself to God that God 
might use him, THE Sworp oF 
THE LokpD and other gospel litera- 
ture to bring back great city- 
wide revival campaigns. Such 
great city wide campaigns came to 
him in Seattle, Buffalo, Cleveland, 


do something special for him. 


Chicago, Winston-Salem, etc. 
Youth for Christ was born. Scores 
of other men were led out into 
full-time revival work, many of 
them introduced through ‘THE 
SworD OF THE LorD. God used 
Youth for Christ, Dr. Bob Jones, 
Sr., Billy Graham, Merv Rosell, 
Jack Shuler, Joe Henry Hankins, 
Hyman Appelman, Jesse Hendley, 
and many others. Great city-wide 
revivals came back to America, 
praise God! 


Ever since I have known him, 
evangelism has been the consum- 
ing passion of his life. He is a 
man of varied talents, and many 
interests, but any one who Knows 
Dr. Rice will say without a mo- 
ment’s hesitation, that the great 
consuming passion of his life is 
evangelism. Yes, back there when 
I first knew. him, Dr. Rice had 
already dedicated his life to the 
Lord. for the purpose of proving 
that we can still have great, large- 
scale, mass revivals. And practi- 
cally his every effort from that 
time has been directed toward this 
great. objective of his life. 


Although Dr... Rice considers 
many things to important in 
the life of a istian, he feels 
that soul-winnigg should have the 
place of pre-eminence. He preaches 
this and practices what he 
preaches. In sermon, in song, in 
writing books, tracts and articles 
for the paper, as in personal work, 
he is always striving to bring lost 
people to the Saviour. Thousands 
of people have been brought to 
Christ through his over fifty books 
and booklets. 

Never in all these long years 
has Dr. Rice. taken a penny of sal- 
ary as editor of THE SworpD OF 
THE LorpD. Rather, he has poured 
any surplus back into its promo- 
tion. Really, unless you had been 
with him’ as long as I have, you 
couldn’t- believe how unselfish a 
man he is. The other day he asked 
me to give $500 of his money— 
mopey given him in speaking en- 
gagements—to The Sword of the 
Lord Foundation for subscriptions 
to missionaries and ministers. And 
that isn’t unusual. He really lives 
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BOOK REVIEWS IN THIS COLUMN 
WILL USUALLY BE BY JUDGES OF 
THE SWORD BOOK CLUB AND WILL 
BE SIGNED. 


| A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF 
} ACTS, by Charles. J. Woodridge, 
| Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
.6, Michigan. 151 pages, $2.50. 

| A well-organized carefully writ- 
ten study of the book of Acts. A 
book of this size cannot, because 
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Dr. John R. Rice 


to help others to know the Lord 
better, He gives until it hurts!— 
hurts his pocketbook, that is, but 
makes him all the happier. 

Now because he has given so 
much—his time, his years, his 
means, to bless others, I feel bold 
to ask you to do something special 
for him on his birthday. Do you 
know what would please him bet- 
ter than any other thing you could 
do? Nothing I know of in the 
world would rejoice him like 
thousands of subscriptions flow- 
ing in on December 11. This paper 
will reach you about the 9th. Let 
me suggest that you buy an in- 
expensive birthday card, enclose in 
that card a list of subscriptions, 
with remittance, and air-mail to 
him, to arrive on Monday, Decem- 
ber 12th, when his office force 
plans to honor him. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if we could present him 
with a host of birthday cards. at 
that time? In that card you will 
want to send a list of subscrip- 
tions. as a “thank you” to this man 
who has labored so hard to bless 
you and your home week by week. 
And these subscriptions, and the 
letter you plan to write, or the 
birthday card, will not only say 
“Happy Birthday” to Dr. Rice 
but it will be an easy way to sen 
Chri 7 gifts to}your. friend 

T régular“substription price 
is $2.50 a year, which is very 
reasonable. But now you can geti 
three 1-year subscriptions worth 
$7.00, plus a beautiful book, a 
total of $9.50, FOR ONLY $5. 
Here you may get four wonderful 
Christmas gifts for only $5— 
three 1-year subscriptions and one 
beautiful Christmas gift book. 

Some of you I know will want 
to send $60 worth of subscriptions 
for Dr. Rice’s sixtieth birthday. 
$60 will buy 36 subscriptions and 
entitle you to twelve of the $2 
books, J Love Christmas, for love- 
ly, expensive Christmas gifts. 
Some may wish to enclose an of- 
fering for the Subscription Gift 
Fund. The books will be sent, too, 
for gifts designated for subscrip- 
tions. Bis 

There is a real need to rush. 
The subscription campaign closes 
December 15th, just a few days 
after Dr. Rice’s birthday. 

Hundreds of you have never 
once written a word to Dr. Rice 
to tell him how much you appreci- 
ate his labor of love for you in 
this great work he is doing for 
Christ, Now is the time to tell 
him so. If you want to tell him 
how much you love him, how 
much he has meant to you, and 
thank him for what he has done 
for Christ and evangelism, write 
it in a letter. Maybe a birthday 
greeting card wouldn’t hold all 
you need to say, and ought to say. 
No matter whether it is a letter 
or card, do- something for him. 
Will you do it for Jesus’ sake? 
Thank you so much, and I love 
you everyone for helping to make 
this the. happiest year my boss 
has ever, ever had! 

Rush that letter or coupon on 
page 5 to Dr, John R; Rice, 214 
W. Wesley Street, Wheaton, Ill. 


of the limitation of space, be more 


than a quick glance at this divine 
record of the foundation and early 


history of the church—but it is 
the glance of a man who trained 
himself to see a great deal in 
one quick look. It will meet a need 
which a_ lengthy verse-by-verse 
commentary would never fill. It 
is intended for quick reading and 


lengthy meditation after. 
DR, BOB JONES, JR. 


NOT THE RIGHTEOUS! by 
Jack Odell, Fleming H. Revell 
Company, Westwood, New Jersey. 
158 pages, $2.00. 

There is no human story more 
fascinating than that of a soul re- 
born. Therein we find every facet 
of human personality and experi- 
ence reflected in light that is di- 
vine. The testimonies in this vol- 
ume are challenging and start- 
ling; so that no one can doubt 
the miracle of the birth that is 
from above. Here we see Fred 
Smith, the character actor; Marie 
Young, the woman wrestler; Dan 
Kearney, the unwanted lad from 
County Kerry who was marked to 
be a bad one; Ike Abbott, the al- 
coholic who wanted to be respect- 
able; and many others. © These 
testimonies will quicken faith, 
speak to the unsaved, and point 


them to the Saviour. 
DR. V. RAYMOND EDMAN 


DANIEL, by Arno C, Gaebelein, 
Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids 
6, Michigan. 212 pages, $2.50. 

A splendid book of twelve chap- 
ters by one of the world’s great 
Bible authors. Here is the study 
‘the great prophecies of Daniel 
taken in order. The writing is 
clear, plain, and simple. The style 
is scholarly and authoritative. The 
author’s teachings are of such 
manifest conviction that one is 
persuaded as he reads. Deep pro- 
phecies of God are explained in 
such a practical manner that one 
wonders why everyone does not 
see the obvious meaning of the 
prephecies of Daniel. The explana- 
tion and exposition of the seventy 
weeks of Daniel is the clearest 
and best I have ever seen. The 
very days of the. month of the 
rebuilding of the wall of Jeru- 
salem to the significant day when 
the Jewish nation irrevocably re- 
jected Christ is clearly explained 
to be exactly sixty-nine weeks. 

This is definitely not an exposi- 
tion based on today’s newspapers 
that so soon become history! 
There is no attempt to point out 
the Man of Sin, the Antichrist, 
the king from the north. Here is 
prophetic teaching at its very 


best. 
EVANGELIST BILL RICE 


IN THE ARENA OF FAITH, 
by Erich Sauer, William B. Eerd- 


mans Publishing Company, Grand 


Rapids, Michigan. 188: pages, $3.00. 

This is a splendid exposition of 
Paul’s exhortation. in Hebrews 12: 
1-29. The author rightfully de- 
clares that the passage is_a call 
to a dedicated and consecrated 
life, and reveals the ways in which 
that dedication is to be lived. In 
eight illuminating chapters we see 
that the Christian life is a race; 
that there are obstacles in the 
way which would impede our 
progress; that, if we are to a- 
chieve the goal which is more to 
be desired than any other thing, 
we must “press on to the mark”; 
value our privileges and opportun- 
ities; and be constantly mindful 
of the “voice” which speaks from 
Heaven, 

The Book is filled with help- 
ful suggestions. All who read it 
will be challenged to live a more 
devoted life. Here, too, the preach- 
er will find much that will help 
him in the preparation of his mes- 
sages. 

DR. T. ROLAND PHILIPS 


A MINISTER LOOKS AT HIS 


WORLD, by R. Paul Caudill, 


Broadman Press, Nashville, Ten- 


OR al 


Friday, December 9, 1955 


The Editor Answers 
Young People's 
F Questions 


Who made God? 


Of course no one made God. 
He has always. existed. When you 
get into problems of the infinite 
and eternal things, no human 
mind can fully understand them. 
Can anybody count the grains of 
sand by the seashore? You will 
just have to be content to say 
that. God has always been. He 
created and sustains everything. 


Does it matter whether Christ 
shed any blood, just so He died? 


The Bible makes much of ae 
tonement of blood. All the ani- 
mal sacrifices in the Old Testa- 
ment had their blood poured out, 
and the reason is given in Leviti- 
cus 17:11, “For the life of the 
flesh is in the blood: and I have 
have given it to you upon the 
altar to make an atonement for 
your souls: for it is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the 
soul.” Then Hebrews 9:22 tells us, 
“And almost all things are by the 
law purged with blood; and with- 
out shedding of blood is no re- 
mission.” So the _ sacrifice of 
Christ, to follow the Bible pattern 
and the Bible: teaching, would 
necessarily have to involve the 
shedding of His blood. And for 
that reason the Lord’s Supper is 
given uS as a reminder of His 
broken body and shed blood of-« 
fered for us. 


Where in the Bible do we find 
information about nuns? 


You asked where in the Bible it 
gives information about nuns, 
That. subject is not discussed. in 
the Bible at all. There were no 
nuns in New Testament. times, 
That is another thing that Cath- 
olics started of themselves. Of 
course, it is true that God may 
want some women to remain sin- 
gle just as He may want some 
men to remain. single. I suppose 
that Paul the apostle was single 
all his days. But each one must 
determine the will of God for his 
life. There is no command for any- 
body to become a nun, and there 
is no command for any priest to 
refrain from marrying. 

Marriage is not always the 
happiest and best state, but it 
certainly is the. usual plan that 
God has for His people. 


nessee. 132 pages, $1.75. 

In simple language beautifully 
written Dr. Caudill looks at the 
world, all of which may be claim< 
ed as his in the sense of respon- 
sibility and opportunity. He sees 
the world struggling for peace, 
and declares positively that faith 
in Jesus is the one path of peace. 
In clear, concrete words the au- 
thor pictures the threat of Com- 
munism and points clearly to that 
solution. A most readable, help- 
ful, inspiring book. 

DR. JOHN L. HILL 


THE DYING THIEF A LIVING 
EVANGELIST, by Rev. Carey 
Daniel, 527 Toronto Street, Dallas, 
Texas. 

Twelve sermons on the repent- 
ant robber and his Redeemer, 
Sound, interesting. Paper bound, 
100 pages, price $1. Order from 


the author. 
DR. JOHN R, RICE 


CHRISTIANITY THROUGH 
(Continued on page 3) 


Sa CO Cy OO te OO CO 


See Advertisements 


Stile is ie ae ae 


ees in ee 


*® 
. 


. ite “ ~ a 5 wrt oe 
- = 2 -» = — en we , 
CO ——— f\ a ee ee ee ee ee ee Oe 06 ae ee 6 ee ee ee 0 ee «ee ee ee eee ee ee tb > ao —-. Bm ase Cea. 2 2 cee Geek fete OslUC ee KlUC LD hCOlC rll eR ClUCelC ltCétC ee a ee a a a a | a a a EL lULLrll lL 


“a \ 


Ergee 


ae 


7) 
s. 


‘ 


cr fr ta _ eee, ee | es el 


——" ee “Se ie 


TS . 


Fridav, December 9, 1955 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Three 


-Lot’s 


Wife 


_ By Dr. P. W. Philpott 


“Remember Lot's wife.’—Luke 17 :32 


The words of the text are a warning. Jesus Christ Him- 


self admonishes us to consider Lot’s wife. We are told:in the. 


New Testament that the experiences of the Old Testament 
characters “happened unto them for ensamples: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 


are come.” 


That is, they are recorded for our instruction, so 


that we need not fail as our predecessors failed. 


Lot’s Wife Travelled 
the Broad Road 


From Adam’s day to ours, every 
human being has walked in one 
of two distinct paths. In their be- 
ginnings, these two roads seem to 
be parallel; but as we trace them 
to their destinations, we find that 
they widely diverge. Solomon 
speaks of them both when he 
says, “The path of the just is as 
the shining light that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect 
day;” and “the way of transgres- 
sors is hard.’ ‘The Lord Jesus 
Christ refers to them both. “Enter 
ye in at the straight gate,” He 
says, “for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat: because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life; 
and few there be that find it.” 
The broad road is the way of least 
resistance, and it is humanly nat- 
ural to take it. It is the “way 
which seemeth right unto a man, 
but the ends thereof are the ways 
of death.” 


One reason why so many chose 
the broad road instead of the way 
of life is because of Satan’s pow- 
ers of deception. It is he who lures 
the traveller away from. the 
strait gate and points to the 
seeming advantages of the broad 
way. He always promises some- 
thing desirable—but he is _ not 
able to make good his word. For 
instance, when he came to Eve 
in the Garden of Eden, he offered 
her something pleasing to the eye 
and pleasant to the taste, She ac- 
cepted, but she received, instead, 
sorrow and death. Some sins are 
attractive, while others are loath- 
some. Satan always paints an at- 
tractive scene in his efforts to win 
the young. He never tempts the 
innocent girl to be a harlot, or 


VICTIMS OF COMMUNISM 


Word just received that over 1000 
daily again fleeing Communism into 
West Berlin. These freedom-loving peo- 
ple leave ALL behind. Need our love. 
Souls long for peace. Gospel cannot be 
given without thought for bodies, too. 
Great Christmas festivals for thousands 
of children now being organized in 
refugee camps. 

Your fellowship in helping us meet 
the spiritual and material needs in 
this tense situation will prove an eter- 
nal investment. 


Write for Literature | 


EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSION 


Interdenominational incorporated in 1927 
Rev. Paul B. Peterson, F.R.G.S., President 


36 N. arengo Ave. 
Pasadena, California 


Vaughn Shoemaker, Litt.D., Treasurer 
48 Alma Street 
Kiteherer, 


Ontario 


By —— C. Jordan 


™ Course includes Review Charts, Bible Drills, 


ata Questions, 
, Tokens, Ss 


Object Lessons, Memory 
tories for application. 


® Large, beautifully colored, suede backed fig- 
ures iilustrate the course. 


Write today for Descriptive Literature 


1505 


a 


BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT, Inc. 


Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
or order through your book store 


Get MORE from your BIBLE 


with BROOKS’ 


BOOKS 
ps fame ‘follows Mig cat a. ~ 
Ce ieen are 
given— you tn you Sake your own ~ a 
Start with— 
Basic Bible Work 25c 
| Bible Principles of Prayer 25C 
Course 


Christian Character 25c 
Creation Studies—Gen, 1-2 35e 


See eee a «eee 
Book bulletin and literature F 


REE 
AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC, vos anctuts S ANGELES 43 


the flesh. Satan is the greatest 
actor the world has ever known. 
He has a million make-ups. He 
can transform himself into “an 
angel of light” and “a preacher 
of righteousness.” He tempted the 
Lord Jesus Christ; and if he would 
do that, we must not be = sur- 
prised if he tempts us also. With 
subtlety he approached our Lord 
from three different angles; but 
Christ rebuked him with the 
words: “Get thee behind me Sa- 
tan.” From Christ Himself we re- 
ceive the warning, “Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temp- 
tation: the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” Satan 
beckons to the broad road. Christ 
leads the way to the path of vic- 
tory. 

There are lessons to be learn- 
ed from every Bible character, 
travelling as they did, one or the 
other of these two roads. Some 
point the way to Heaven and to 
God. Others, through their fail- 
ures, show how to escape Satan’s 
snares. We often hear it quoted 
that— 


Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime; 

And departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 


The lives of a multitude of 
others show us how easy it is to 
lose our way. Lot’s wife is one of 
the latter class. 


Observe, first of all, who she 
was. She was Lot’s wife, and Lot 
was a man who was endeavoring 
to serve God. Although a poor 
example, he was nevertheless a 
believer, so Peter tells us. If he 
had had a better wife, he might 
have been a better man. It would 
appear that we men need not 
only God’s help—the grace, com- 
fort, guidance and light that come 
from His Holy Word—but we need 
also the help of a loving, loyal 
wife. Men in the business world 
meet temptations that we preach- 
ers know nothing about. What a 
blessed thing it must be to steal 
away at night into the harbor of 
home, and there find fellowship 
and love! When God made Adam 
He said, “It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make 
him an helpmeet for him.” If 
ever a man needs one to encour- 
age him, it is when he takes a 
stand against “the world, the flesh 
and the devil,” and undertakes to 
walk with God. Lot lacked this 
encouragement. I have always felt 
that his wife was responsible for 
the move into Sodom. In the hour 
of crisis, she failed Lot and she 
failed the Lord by turning to the 
pleasures of the world instead of 
the worship of Jehovah. 


I am thinking of a man whom 
I had the privilege of leading to 
Christ a number of years ago, 
whose wife was a helpmeet indeed. 
He was a terrible sinner and had 
been in jail again and again. The 
family lived in a poor, tumbled- 
down shack, scantily equipped. 
One night, after his conversion, I 
went to see him. I saw not only a 
happy family, but signs of return- 
ing prosperity. While the husband 
went into a nearby field to milk 
a fine Jersey cow that he had 
acquired since he became a Chris- 
tian, his wife and I talked to- 
gether, “I would like to tell you 
about the great change that has 
come to our family since Mort 
brought Jesus Christ home with 
him the other night,” she said. 
“When he came in, about five 
o’clock in the evening, the children 
ran to tell me that daddy was 
coming; and it looked as if he 
was sober. This greatly surprised 
‘us. He ate his supper and left 


the house. We thought he was 


the boy to be a drunkard or a 
vagabond. He comes to them first } 
with something that appeals to} 


i 
She Failed ds a Helpmeetyf 


Dr. P. W. Philpott 


going out to spend the night, and 
we went to bed early. I left the 
lamp burning on the table. About 
nine o’clock I heard him come in, 
and I knew by the way he walked 
that he was sober. I could hardly 
believe. it. Finally I got up and 
came to the bedroom door; and, 
preacher, what do you suppose I 
saw? I saw my husband here at 
this table, beside this lamp, read- 
ing the Bible! I was afraid to 
move for fear I might awake 
and find it all a dream. Presently 
he pushed back his chair and 
knelt down like a little child to 
pray. When I saw my big. hus- 
band drop on his knees and bury 
his face in his hands—I could 
not help it—I just ran to him and 
threw my arms around his neck 
and said, ‘O husband, if you are 
going to pray, so am [!’ ” 

She was a real helpmeet. Had 
her husband been married to a 
“Lot’s wife,” it would have been 
very unfortunate for him. 


The Sin of Lot’s Wife 


What sin did Lot’s wife com- 
mit? In the first place, she was 
guilty of the sin of worldliness. 
She had lived in the shadow of 
Abraham's altar and yobs 0 en sur- 
rounded by divine influences. But 
the glamour of the world had a 
strong appeal for her. She was 
a lover of pleasure more than a 
lover of God. Did she not know 
that ‘“‘the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God’? 

In the second place, she com- 
mitted the sin of presumption. She 
did not intend to be lost, but she 
presumed upon the mercy of God 
and procrastinated until it was 
too late. Although He had been 
longsuffering with her, there was 
a final opportunity. “He will not 
always chide; neither will he keep 
his anger for ever.’ When Noah 
was building the ark, the wick- 
edness of man was so great on the 
earth that it sent a stench to the 
very gate of Heaven, yet God’s 
Spirit continued to strive with men. 
But one day He ceased to strive. 
“T have stretched out my hand,” 
said Jehovah, “and no man re- 
garded; But ye have set at nought 
all my counsel, and would none of 
my reproof: I also will laugh at 
your calamity; I will mock when 
your fear cometh; . . Then shall 
they call upon me, but I will not 
answer; they shall seek me early, 
but they shall not find me: For 
that they hated knowledge, and 
did not choose the fear of the 
Lord; . . Therefore shall they eat 
of the fruit of their own way, and 
be filled with their own devices.” 
In the same way, Lot’s wife was 
offered a last chance, but she re- 
fused it. 


In the third place, she commit- 
ted the sin of unbelief. Probably 
Abraham, in urging Lot and his 
family to leave Sodom, sent them 
a message something like this: 
“Flee for your lives; Jehovah has 
revealed to me that He will utter- 
ly destroy Sodom.” Lot’s wife 
would not accept the warning. 
She had a hundred reasons for dis- 
believing. Perhaps she said, “Noth- 
ing of the kind has ever happened. 
This city is so great and so beauti- 
ful that it cannot be ruined. Be- 
sides, there is not a sign of a 
storm. The sky never was brighter. 
There is no indication that a cat- 
-astrophe is imminent.” There was 
just one reason, over against all 
her arguments, why she should 
leave the doomed city. It is ex- 
‘pressed in two words, “God said.” 


The same two words should an- 
‘ 


swer every question with which the, 
| Christian may be faced. It is not 


a matter of what I may think, or 
of what Doctor So-and-so may say, 
or of what Professor Blank may 
believe; but what saith the Lord? 
I plead with you, as Abraham 
pleaded with Lot, to take God at 


| His word. ‘How shall we escape, 


if we neglect”—just neglect—“so 
great salvation?” 

Finally, Lot’s wife committed 
the sin of ingratitude. If there is 
one evil that is more heinous than 
another it is the sin of ingratitude. 
Lot’s wife had received blessings 
direct from Heaven, mercies that 
the other inhabitants of Sodom 
knew nothing about. They were 


\hers only through the grace of 


God. Yet, ungratefully, she refus- 
ed allegiance to the God who gave 
them. What a base ingrate is that 
man or woman who, like Lot’s 
wife, has been brought up in the 
shadow of the family altar, has 
enjoyed privileges and blessings as 
the direct result of some father’s 
or some mother’s faith in God, yet 
who, in spite of all this, “loves the 
garish day,” chooses the pleasures 
of the world, and turns away from 
the Son of God. 


The sin of ingratitude leads to 
terrible ends. Lot’s wife lost re- 
spect for her husband; she would 
not listen to what he had to say. 
She could not even believe the 
angels when they warned her to 
flee for her life. Then judgment 
fell suddenly. It was a fulfillment 
of God’s own word, “He, that be- 
ing often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy.” It was 
similar to the experience of Judah, 
before the captivity, when “they 
mocked the messengers of God, 
and despised his words; and mis- 
used his prophets, until the wrath 
of the Lord arose against his 
people, till there was no remedy.” 
Jehovah’s patience may be ex- 
hausted. When His gracious in- 
vitations are ignored and His di- 
vine methods for preventing im- 
pending ruin are refused, judg- 
ment is sure to follow. There is 
no second chance in another world 
for any man or any nation that 
refuses the mercy of God. “Now 
is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of sagvation.” “It is ap- 
pointed unto mén once to die, and 
after this the ju ent.” 


An illustration of the tragedy of 
postponing acceptance of God’s of- 
fer of grace has its setting in a 
little Canadian hamlet where God 
gave me a very gracious meeting. 
The whole community was stirred, 
but there was one man who would 
not yield, I talked with him sev- 
eral times. He was under deep 
conviction, and I thought, as did 
the other Christians, that he would 
surely come to God on the last 
night of the services, if not be- 
fore. But he did not come. The 
next day I went to a little town a 
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THE CENTURIES, A New 
Church History, by Earl KE. 
Cairns, Head of History Depart- 
ment, Wheaton College. 

Easy reading, interesting, yet 
scholarly. The book is conserva- 
tive and interdenominational in 
approach. A sincere effort is made 
to fit Christianity “into the politi- 
cal, economical, social, intellectual 
and. aesthetic backgrounds of sec- 
ular history.” In trying to cover © 
such a tremendous subject in 
slightly over 500 pages, the au- 
thor has given a scanty treatment 
of some important details. We 
feel that the treatment of 
John Wesley’s influence is in- 
adequate. Also the influence of 
Moody and Torrey in America, 
and of the great evangelists who 
followed them. We feel that Bar- 
thianism is shown in too favorable. 
a light, though Dr. Cairns does 
not agree with Barth. We feel 
that Barthianism is modernism 
and is no improvement over the 
old modernism. But the book is 
sound, scholarly, interesting, us- 
able, and we commend it. Price, | 
$5.95. Published by Zondervan 


Publishing House. 
DR. JOHN R. RICE 


few miles away. A messenger 
came to me there with the tragic 
news that this man, who had per- 
sisted in refusing Christ, was dead. 
“He was killed in the woods,” my. 
informant told me. “They were 
cutting down a tree, and it fell 
on him. Just before it crushed him 
he said to us, ‘I was greatly im- 
pressed with what the preacher 
had to say a few nights ago. He 
said the harvest is past, the sum- 
mer is ended, and we are not sav- 
ed; and he added that all the grain 
that is not gathered in at harvest 
time, perishes under the winter’s 
snow. There has been a great har- 
vest in this community, but I 
have not been gathered in.’ Just 
then the tree fell, and he passed 
instantly into eternity. 

He may, in his last breath, have 
called upon God, and “whosoever 
calleth upon the name of the Lord 


|ghall be saved.” But his life anf \ _ 


his testimony, like those of Lot’s 
wife, are a solemn warning. I 
tremble when I look into the faces 
of men and women who are moved 
by the Spirit of God, when I see 
them turn away. God Himself— 
and I say it reverently—cannot 
save you against your will. Did 
He not try to rescue Lot’s wife? 
Heaven’s angels entered into the 
ministry of snatching her from 
death, and yet, by her own choice, 
she was lost. 


“Remember Lot’s wife.” 
(From the beok, IS GOD STILL SPEAK. 


ING TO MEN? Published by Fleming H. 
Revell. Used by permission.) 


I am sure that the people 
who read THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD are, as a whole, the most 
orthodox and at the same time 
evangelistic Christians in Ameri- 


ea. A_ real, honest-to-goodness, 
soul-winning Christian is interest- 
ed in Bob Jones University, not 
just because it is orthodox but 
because it puts great emphasis 
upon winning souls to Jesus 
Christ. You who read this can 
have no real conception of what 
God is doing through the grad- 
uates of Bob Jones’ University 
who are in fields of service in 
many parts of the world. The over- 
whelming majority of our alumni 
are winning the lost to Jesus 
Christ. Now, you who believe in 
the things for which Bob Jones 
University stands and in the work 
which God is helping us to do can 
help this institution three ways. 
First: You can pray for us ear- 
nestly and daily. We are having 
this year what we feel is the most 
wonderful year spiritually we have 
ever had. Second: You can help 
us contact the right kind of stu- 


dents, We want to train as many 


orthodox Christian leaders as pos- 
sible because the battle is on; and 
cold, dead orthodoxy is not 
enough. It is going to take evang- 
elistie orthodoxy if the battle is 
won, Third: You can invest some 
of the money God has given you in 
the work of the institution. Re- 
member, we need money for our 
building program. We also need 
more money for our missionary 
program. If we do not get more 
help, we are going to have to cur- 
tail some of the missionary giving, 
and you would not want us to da 
that. We need more money for our 
Student Loan Endowment Fund. 
Now, if you will send a contribu- 
tion, we will divide it among these 
three causes, giving one-half at the 
present time to the building pro- 
gram and one-fourth to the Mis- 
Sionary Fund and one-fourth to 
‘the Student Loan Endowment 
Fund. Please let us hear from 
you. Thank you and God bless 
you. | 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S.c. 
(Advertisement) 
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~ Letter to Distressed Soul 


By the Editor 


A young man has been deeply distressed thinking that 
he may have committed the unpardonable sin, His mother 
writes that he professed faith in Christ when a child, that he 
often called on God for salvation, but that he did not have 
the feeling which he wanted and so would not believe that he 
was saved. He misunderstood some Scriptures used by 
Arminians as if they taught that a child of God might be 
forever lost because of some slip. 


The young man had gone to a psychiatrist and had lived 
in constant distress. His mother wrote and I have answered 


as follows. 


Mrs. C, A. Z— 
Junction City, Kansas 


Dear Mrs. Z—: 


I thank you for your letter. I 
wish I could talk to your son. 
I am sure I could help him if he 
would listen to me, as God has 
helped me to help thousands of 
others. 

The trouble with your son and 
perhaps with the rest of you is 
that he bases the assurance of 
salvation on feeling, which is en- 
tirely wrong. He ought to base 
it on the plain Word -of God. Now 
note some truths that are very 
clear in the Scriptures. 


1. Anybody who ever came to 
Jesus for salvation was saved. 
Jesus said, “All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me; and 
him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 
That means that when your son, 
in his heart, wanted to be saved 
and came for salvation, he was 
saved. 


Other Scriptures teach the same 
thing very clearly. Matthew 10: 
32 says, “Whosoever therefore 
shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my 
Father which is in heaven.” When 
your son claimed Christ, that was 
evidence of saving faith. Romans 
10:13 says, “For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” If your son ask- 
ed God to save him, he was saved, 


whether that was in audible word« 


br not, whether he understood the 
matter fully or not, or whether 
he felt like he was saved or not. 
The way to get this settled is by 
the Word of God. It greatly dis- 
honors God for Christians to feel 
like they are not saved because 
they do not feel like they are 
saved. If one feels like God is 
a liar, he is wrong. 

2. Let me say that on this mat- 
ter I have good reason to know. 
I spent three miserable years after 
I had trusted Christ as Saviour 
with doubts and fears. I gave up 
all hope that I was saved because 
my father did not think I was 
saved. Later, I found from the 
blessed Word of God that when I 
trusted Jesus I was saved. “He 
that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life.’ The moment I 
committed myself to Jesus, I was 
saved. I was still saved when I 
had three sad years of doubt. God 
is not looking for a reason to 
damn people. He is looking for a 
chance to save them and he does 
Save instantly every penitent heart 
that turns to Him. 

3. One who has trusted Christ 
cannot commit the unpardonable 
sin, Acts 13:38,39 tells us plainly 
“Be it known unto you therefore, 
men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you 
the forgiveness of sins: And by 
him all that believe are justified 
from all things, from which ye 
could not be justified by the law 
of Moses.”’ 

One who trusts in Christ is im- 
mediately justified from all things. 
The same thing is taught in Ro- 
mans 4:5-8, which says: 

“But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justi- 
_fieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. Even 
as David also described the bless- 
edness of the man, unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness without 
works, Saying, Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, and 
Whose sins are covered. Blessed 
is the man to whom the Lord will 
not impute sin.” 

One who has trusted Christ is 
already pardoned. All of his sins— 
past, present, and future—are 
under the blood, paid for on the 
cross, blotted out. How could he 
commit the unpardonable sin when 
his sins are already pardoned? The 
Bible never has even a hint that 


a child of God can commit the 
unpardonable sin. Satan can dis- 
turb God’s children, cause them to 
lose their joy and assurance, but 
he cannot get their souls. 


4. The very fact that your son 
is distressed and disturbed shows 
that God has not left him, that 
the Spirit of God is still with 
him, If he had committed the un- 
pardonable sin he would be cold, 
uninterested, unworried. The very 
fact that he is distressed about 


any sin or failure and that 
he wants to be right’ with 
God is_~ absolute proof, ac- 


cording to the Scriptures, that he 
has not committed the unpardon- 
able sin. Many Scriptures make 
this clear. Revelation 22:17 says 
plainly, “And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And whoso- 
ever will, let him take the water 
of life freely.” John 6:37 says, 
“All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out.” 


Any one who wants to be saved 
can be saved if they are not ’al- 
ready saved. All this worry and 
fret is from the Devil. It dis- 
honors God, it casts reflection on 
the Bible and all of you who ever 
have left this impression on the 
boy, whether pastors, evangelists, 
Sunday School teachers, or par- 
ents, are ee for the evil 
teaching. 


5. I cannot stress too strongly 
that to teach any other plan of 
salvation than by simply trusting 
Christ, .with the matter, in the 
heart, is a sin. To teach people 
that they have to feel a certain 
way to know they are saved is a 
sin. To teach people that they 
have to have a lot of theological 
knowledge and that God will turn 
them down if they do not under- 
stand it fully is a sin. To teach 
people that they are lost because 
they do not feel assurance is a 
sin. Any one who, in his heart, 
wants to be saved and is willing 
to trust Christ for salvation is 
immediately saved. 

I hope that your son will take 
this letter, read it over and over 
and simply leave the matter of 
his salvation with God. Neither 
he nor anybody else should pray 
or beg God to save him, after he 
has trusted Christ the best he 
knew how. God has already prom- 
ised to save everyone who wants 
to be saved and is willing to trust 
Him. He ought not to pray for a 
certain emotional feeling because 
that dishonors God’s plain prom- 
ise. One should be willing to ac- 
cept by faith what God has said 
He would do. 

Whether he feels like he is sav- 
ed or not, your son is saved, if 
he intended to trust Christ and 
in his heart turned to Christ or 
asked Him for salvation. 

I am sending along some pamph- 
lets which I feel certain will be a 
help to your son. I know that if he 
will take to heart the Scripture 
I have used in this letter and 
the pamphlets, the matter will be 
settled at once and forever, and 
joyfully. 

I am sending Saved for Cer- 
tain, The Unpardonable Sin, Can 
a Saved Person Ever Be Lost? 
“What Must I“Do to Be Saved?” 
and Hight Gospel Absurdities. You 
will note that your son has mis- 
interpreted Hebrews 10:26 and he 
will find this explained in the 
the booklet, Can a Sawed Person 
Ever Be Lost? That warning was 
only to lost people who. heard 
the truth but would not turn to 
Christ. The Bible never suggests 
that a born-again soul will be 
lost. gcse, ae 

I hope you will write me now 


~ A TRUE STORY 


FOR CHILDREN 


There was a. warm-hearted 
Christian merchant who closed his 
shop on Sunday. In the morning 
he attended church to worship 
God, but in the afternoon he went 
on the street and distributed 
tracts. Feeling very tired one Sun- 
day afternoon he was reading 
quietly in his library. On the 
writing desk was a bundle of 
tracts. Outside it was pouring 
with rain. He heard a stealthy 
step, then the library door was 
pushed open and his eleven-year- 
old boy ran in. Seeing his father 
there the lad asked in surprise, 
“Why, Father, aren’t you going 
out to distribute tracts today?” 

“It’s raining too hard,” he hght- 
ly replied to satisfy the child. 

“Papa, when it’s raining doesn’t 
God save people?” 

“No!” The merchant was start- 
led at such an awesome question 
coming from a little child’s mouth. 
So he explained, ‘“‘When it’s rain- 
ing hard there are few people on 
the street. Moreover, I am very 
tired, so I’m not going out.” 

“Papa, shall I go out for you?” 
How eager was the little fellow! 

“Son, may God bless you in your 
good purpose. When you are 
grown up, you may continue your 
father’s work.’ As he rumpled 
the child’s hair the latter coaxed, 
“Let me go now!” His heart had 
been touched and he was keen 
to act. 

“Tt’s not convenient in this rain.” 

“What does that matter if I 
wear my rubbers and carry an 
umbrella?” The child begged im- 
portunately and taking silence for 
consent/he ran out and was back 
in a*’moment clad.in his rain 
clothes. Skipping excitedly he call- 
ed, “Father, I’m ready. Please 
give me some tracts.” 

Seeing the lad’s eagerness the 
father handed him a few tracts, 
warning him to be careful and 
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return when he was through. In 
high spirits the boy started out 
to distribute the tracts. In the 
downpour the streets were slip- 
pery with scarcely a sign of a 
pedestrian. He waited a long time 
before he disposed of a single 
tract. Darkness was coming on; 
the rain continued relentlessly and 
there was not a solitary person on 
the whole street. 


“Return when you’re through” 
had been his father’s admonition. 
If he were taking his father’s ad- 
vice he felt he must finish giving 
out the tracts before going home. 
Finally only the last sheet remain- 
ed in his hand, but there wasn’t a 
person in sight to whom he might 
give it. He walked another block, 
but still he was the only one on 
the lonely thoroughfare. What 
was he to do with this last tract? 
His little brain was revolving var- 
ious plans: “There’s a way. Peo- 
ple don’t come to me. Why don’t 
I go to them?” With long strides 
he approched the nearest dwelling 
and knocked. 


“Who’s there?” came a_ voice 
from within. His little heart was 
thumping, half with fright, half 
with joy..He was frightened lest 
he be scolded for knocking; he 
was happy that his last tract was 
to have a recipient so that he 
could return and report to his 
father the experiences of the 
afternoon. He waited a moment, 
but as no one opened the door, he 
gathered up his courage, raised his 
ymall fist and knocked again. 

imidly he put his ear to the 

%ack to hear if ‘there were any 
movement inside. 

‘Who is it?” 

“That’s good. They'll surely 
come now,” he thought. But he 
waited and still the door was fast 


closed. He was growing impatient 


(Continued from page 1) 


and conscience, and because it is 
right. 

But there are thousands of read- 
ers who now get THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp through the loving kind- 
ness of others. Through the earn- 
est sacrificial giving of good 
Christians who sent in your sub- 
scription, you are blessed by THE 
SworD OF THE LorD. Nearly 7,000 
preachers get THE SWORD OF THE 
LoRD now whose — subscriptions 
were paid for from the royalty on 
my books. I am glad to drop all 
claim to the royalty on my books, 
and have asked the Sword of the 
Lord board to devote this money 
to sending THE Sworp to preach- 
ers. This is a matter of great joy 
to me to send THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp to God’s men. I love preach- 
ers with a holy love. God knows 
with what prayers and tears and 
labors I have sought to bless 
preachers. I rejoice in the min- 
istry of all those who preach the 
Gospel, whatever your denomina- 
tion. It is a great joy to sacrifice 
and give and work in order that 
you may have the blessings of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, 

But many of your subscriptions 
are about to expire. Now isn’t it 
time for you who have been rid- 
ing to get off and help push? 
Isn’t it time for you who have 
been blessed by somebody else’s 
gift to send in a subscription for 
somebody else? What does God 
think of all the preachers who 
get all they can get and give lit- 
tle in return? What does God ex- 
pect of preachers and Christian 
workers who have been blessed 
by THE SworD OF THE LorD, and 
never send it to others? I ask 


he has read these things carefully 
and is willing to believe what God 
has said, 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 


or have your son write me after 


John R. Rice 


This Is It! 


you as a matter of duty and con- 
science to help me get THE SworpD 
OF THE Lorp to others. If the 
preachers who read THE SWworpD 
and who believe what is preached 
therein, and who are helped by 
it, will simply do what is right 
and honorable and do the things 
that a grateful heart should do to 
send THE Sworp to others, we 
would have the most tremendous 
success in this subscription cam- 
paign. I think that such preachers 
mean to'do right. I think it is 


only carelessness or thoughtless- | Fa 
ness which leads them to sin and | (ame 
neglect in this matter. And I ask] @ 
you to help me and help me now, | 3 
by sending THE SworpD OF THE|¥ 


Lorp to others. 

Of course the readers know that 
I get no salary from THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD and I mean that I 
simply want your help in getting 
out the Gospel to others. 


Close to 2,000 foreign mission- } 


aries get THE SworRD OF THE LORD. 
Many of these have their subscrip- 
tions paid for by others. Now 
many of these missionaries should 
send THE Sworp to others. I 
know that many of you live lives 
of sacrifice, but so do we at THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD office. So do 
the good people who paid for your 
subscriptions. Now I. hope that 
these missionaries will subscribe 
for others and help to spread the 
revival fire. we 


Take Sides! Vote for Christ 
and the Bible and Soul 
Winning! 

It is only fair to say that THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD has an ag- 
gressive leadership in the defense 
of the faith, in the fight against 
modernism and worldliness, in the 
stirring of revival fires. Those who 


others are simply 


(Continued on page 5) 


send THE SworpD OF THE LorD to} 
voting for| 


‘and his small hand beat a rapid 
tattoo on the door. 

“Who’s knocking again?” He 
kept it up until the door opened 
and there stood an old woman 
whose distressed face was a sharp 
contrast to the eager one on the 
doorstep. His heart was elated, 
for here was the recipient for 
his last tract; and while she eyed 
him closely there was no word of 
reproach. With face wreathed in 
smiles he said respectfully, “Lady, 
pardon me but I’ve come espe- 
cially to bring you the gospel.” 


| Raising his chubby fist he placed 


the last tract in her hand, 

“Thank you.” The child darted 
off. His “Goodbye” was blown 
back by the wind. 

The next Sunday evening a 
small street chapel was crowded 
with listeners. The warm-hearted 
merchant was acting as usher. His 
young son had come along, hoping 
to learn how to do his father’s 
work. After songs and prayer the 
chairman. asked if any one wanted 
to testify to the Lord’s grace. An 
old woman with the light of Hea- 
ven on her face rose and voiced 
her praise: 


“Thank God! He sent a little 
angel to save me. Otherwise last 
Sunday night in my loneliness, 
poverty and utter despair I would 
have ended it all. It was pouring 
with rain. I had reached the dregs 
of human suffering, having lost 
both husband and son. After a 
long struggle I gave way to .des- 
pondency and started to hang my- 
self. Suddenly there was a knock 
at the door. I responded but made 
no move, thinking to wait until 
the person had gone before taking 
my life. But the knocking continu- 
ed until I had to open the door. 
There stood a little angel with 
the face of spring who gave me 
a gospel tract. As I looked at it 
I knew that God had not for- 
saken me. I could not keep back 
the tears but confessed my sin and 
asked for pardon. Praise the Lord! 
He saved me!” 


The little lad softly whispered 
in his father’s ear, “She’s the 
one!” Only then did he know 
that God had sent his child to 
find a lost sheep by means of a 
tract! 


—From the book “Twice Born 
—and Then?” by Rev. Andrew 
Gih, Founder and President of 
Evangelize China Fellowship. 
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Critochepeang tinct] SERIES OF BIBLE Bg 
blood ‘a "Oneal Toes axe obi CROSSWORD PUZZLES + Be | ad 


for revival and soul winning. They 
are taking their stand on the Christians can have fun! One fom of entertainment |/@ 19 | | 20 “pms: mara q 
right side. I think that one who|which Christians—old and young—have enjoyed for many | gi 
sends THE Sword OF THE LORD| years, is the crossword puzzle. Because of the wide interest a2 ; 


to others is thus confessing Christ 
openly and confessing a faith in 
the Gospel preached by THE Sworp 


we feel this feature will bring we are offering a series of : 
crossword puzzles based primarily on the Bible to appear in 


gifts that you give. Will you send 


THE SWORD OF THE Lorp to a great! Send your subscriptions to Sworp| Christ, counting on those who, no room for Jesus? Surely not. 
number of people this year? And|or THE Lorp, 214 West Wesley,| really believe the Bible and stand| Duty and pleasure and profit || 
for every three yearly subscrip-| Wheaton, Illinois. up for soul winning. Will you fail.|.all encourage you to send your 


tions you may get one beautiful] We are counting on your loyal4#;us? Will you‘ grieve Christ¥ Will | subscriptions ay. Remem-| 
Christmas book, I Love Christmas, ty, counting on your love for | r 


free. It is an ideal and a lovely 


Spe yr oath Pra 


FREE trict pocket of YOUTH MATERIALS: month's supply 
of meeting plans, socials, activities, leadership 
training. Christ-centered, inter-denominational. 


— 


‘ ; | 25 Ze oe | a7. fi} 29 30 
and that éach one. will heave ‘fis each weekly issue of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. These will ! , 
eWaid. help you learn many facts from the Bible, and we know you | ‘ath : | 
I know there are preachers who | Will have fun working them. : , ' 52 CC 
take THE SWORD OF THE LorpD, and And as an added incentive, we are offering this week , eee ) 
ha iy Maco da bag elon — L. ae 29-page booklet, Separation From Sinand fgg | ry 5  - 
Ha never Wentidh tie waper to sh oe EE to all those who complete Puzzle No. 1 a Fees ; 
others. They afe in very strict de- | ceo nae “ 
nominations where a plain, bold Here are the simple rules: ’ ; 
stand for Christ and the Bible othe : — 
by anyone outside their own pet 1. Fill in the empty blanks according to the clues given. 4? 42. 4 45 oe e 
and idolized denomination is| PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. | ' : 
frowned upon. And _ so_ these 2. Mail to: PUZZLE EDITOR, The Sword of the Lord, —_— 5 a — | 
preachers keep secret their at-| Wheaton, Mlinois. Be sure to print your own name and ad- |*? - | 
| aap to Agu tan ak hah dress clearly on the envelope. | | 
essings an y : - 
' it. Shame, shame! Preachers should 3. To receive the booklet, Separation From Sin and | | $ oe | 54 
I stand up for Jesus in this matter Worldliness, your entry must be postmarked by midnight, 
as in other matters and should| Thursday, December 15, 1955. The answers to Puzzle No. 1 © ‘ : 6 
take the side of those who are} will appear in the December 16 issue of THE SWORD OF — | | 
openly defending the faith and| THE LORD. oodinniniall —_—s A 
, standing for revival and soul win- 
i. ning. If good pastors, if influential | 7 ' , tt 94 City and tower in Shinar, where 
Christians will do right in their PUZZLE NUMBER 1 ya he i li térigues were confused 
public announcements, in men- 1 Coarse hair on an animal’s back | 9g Master 
ioni to oth CLEWS ACROSS 17:22) 
Be pie i op Rl Hiei iy 1 Great Hebrew prophet and law-| 31 Saul’s grandfather. (I Sam. 9:1) 2 ‘Native ‘metal 27 Dating from - ume Toros 
rt h , derful ending giver : 32 Poetic name for Arabia 3 Thoroughfare. (Rev. 21:21) 28 Animal used in sacrifices 
ne ee ee ee) 5 mate of praise 33 Son of Adam; a keeper of sheep| 4 Stalk 30 Grain 
to this blessed subscription cam-| 9 “Ppanteth after the water-|34 Of obscure vision. (Job 17:7) 5 Destitute. (Prov. 14:21) i Sire ot Jncoh 
paign! brooks” 36 Bamboo-like grass (Matt.12:20) 5 
10 Likewise 38 Loiter 6 Exist : 35 Statue 
\ For Jesus’ Sake, and to Make | 12 Discuss 40 Trouble. (Gen. 21:17) 7 Nephew of Abram ; 37 King—Son of Jesse 
| a Christian Christmas 14 Base of allnumbers 41 Pronoun _ 8 Lament | | 39 He is a Spirit 
The Scripture plainly commands ” a Of Judea when Christ was S tees Wisin —— 9 Prophet in Hezekiah’s time 40 Stipend due a deceased minis- 
) that, “. . . whatsoever ye do, do|17 Thick, viscous fluid 47 Mother of mankind 3 eet Cee es — 
all to the glory of God” (I Cor.| 18 Selenium 49 National idol-god of the Philis- | 18 Seaport in Asia Minor, visited | 42 Evenings 
7 10:31). Will your Christmas gifts] 19 Woman of Athens, who clave to tines. (I Sam. 5:3) _ by Paul. (Acts 16:8) 44 Girdle 
3 this year be done to the glory of Paul, and believed. (Acts 17:34) |50 Priest who blessed Hannah 15 Ugly old woman 45 Son of Lamech—who survived | 
: God? Will your Christmas be mt Not any 51 Trust. (II Chron. 13:18) 16 Achieved the Flood 
purely a secular Christmas? Will 93 So a pte A ~~ epg 19 She whom Samson loved, in| 46 Lost blood 
the gifts you give be just those| 95 Exterior covering of a seed 55. A well near Hebron, {II Sam. Sorek. First woman barber. 48 My God. (Matt. 27:46) 
that worldly people give also? I| 27 Above 3:96) ..| 20 Province between Judea and|/50 The entire man 
beg you to let yourself this} 29 Hill in Athens, where Paul|56 Well where Gideon pitched his Galilee 52 Period of time 
Christmas honor Jesus Christ in preached the Living God. (Acts tents. (Judges 7:1) 22 Defamation 54 Queen Anne 
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you have a secular Christmas with| ber the address. 214 West 
Kk‘C“eGUGciwetunndeadcunn ees dis, em “a 'ek wes A "Sahel acer d' wii wee’, | WESleY, Wheaton, Hlinois. Use 


hia ; " ; an order blank out of your 
Birthday Subscription Coupon 


last Sword. 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois 


ow in use in 3,000 youth groups, 25 denomina- 
kimution oo 
gift. It is expensively bound, with 
green and scarlet Christmas col- 
ors, with a picture of the manger 
scene, and sells for $2.00. But you 
may have a copy free for every 
three yearly subscriptions to THE 
SWORD you send at $5 for three in 
the United States, $6.50 for three 
in Canada and foreign countries. 
And thus. you can honor Christ 
with a book of sermons and ar- 
ticles and helps to enjoy Christ- 


Enclosed are my subscriptions to THE SworpD OF THE LORD, 
my birthday gift to you! I know you will be as ‘happy with this 
gift as any I could send. Of course I expect to get free-your 
brand-new book, I Love Christmas, for every group of 3 one-year 
subscriptions for $5 in the United States and $6.50 in Canada 
and foreign countries. Enclosed you will find $ , so 
please send THE Sworp to: 


Bring Christmas Cheer to 
Hebrew Christians 


We plead with you for children in our Orphan 
Home to make their Christmas ‘joyful. Needy Brethren 
of our Lord in the Holy Land, in Europe and other 
places where our work extends are in distress. Pray 
for them this Christmas. Concentration Camps shat- 
tered the lives of ‘many who Tost all and now are elderly. 


the copy or copies of the free pre- 
-- MWiium--book, I -Love Christmas. 


Please add 10% for Postage & Packing 2116 S. Jefferson ‘Ave. $t. Louis 4, Me. 
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Christmas Near Hades 


By Bob LeRoy 
Box 333, Tacoma, Washington 


It was about eight o'clock in 
the evening, Christmas Eve 1944 
—on the Island of Leyte. We were 
getting ready to “hit the sack” 
for a few hours of rest. Suddenly 
I heard some shouting in the dis- 
tance. Carefully crawling out of 
my little raincoat shelter, I cau- 
tiously got to my feet and gazed 
into the dense, wet jungle. Slowly 
moving toward me up the muddy 
trail was Smokey, the chief gun- 
ner of our six-man Machinegun 
Nest. 


Making World News 


We were stationed about ten 
or twelve yards away from the 
main Japanese Supply Trail. My 
job was to protect our own front 
line riflemen, in case of any flank 
attack by the enemy. Smokey had 
just been to company headquar- 
ters picking up the latest news and 
rumors about the South Pacific 
War that we, the combat troops, 
were making. As Smokey neared 
his own foxhole he noticed me, 
-and yelled, “Hey LeRoy! We are 
moving out of this mud hole at 
dawn, so be ready to leave—be- 
fore daylight.” I answered back 
nonchalantly, “Relax Chum! I’m 
ready now. The sooner we leave 
this island the better.” 


A Wonderful Present 


After five weeks of continuous 
fighting and marching, we had 
finally received a brief order over 
the “walky-talky” from our Di- 
vision General. He simply told us 
to pull out of the mountains and 
take a few days rest on the 
smooth clean beach miles below, 
(that..is—if we could get there 
alive.) Only a person who_ has 
lived in the dark, dreary, tropical 
jungle for several months, can 
fully realize what a wonderful 
“Christmas Present” this bit of 
news turned out to be. 


The Land of the Dead _ : 

The following morning, Christ- 
mas Day, we slowly marched foot 
by foot down the steep, winding 
primitively-built trail. Gradually 
we reached the bottom end of it, 
some six muddy miles below. The 
sweet, rotten odor of dead men was 
still hanging heavy in the air. 
Even the native Filipinos _ tied 
hankerchiefs over their noses to 
help quench the sickening smell. 
But we who had been around these 


Have you read 


the ads? 


MOVING SOON? | 


To make sure of getting your 
SworkD promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change in 
address directly to us. 


At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1. Date you're moving 
2. Old Address 
3. New Address 


If you clip the old mailing label | 
from your Sworp and send it in 
with your change of address, that 
will help. 


Write to THe Sworp or THE LORD, 
214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, Ili- 
nois. 


It’s possible to have your mailing 
address corrected by filing your new 
address with the Post Office, which 
in turn will notify us. But ifa copy 
of the magazine is sent before that 
notice reaches us, it means expense 
for you in forwarding postage, 


| AMAZING: WORLD-WIDE RESULTS 


through use of our up-to-date 
soul-winning zZospe: 
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P. O. Box. 1148-1 
Tacoma I, Wash. 


decayirig corpses for several weeks, 
had nearly grown accustomed to 
the foul odor. 

What a thrill it was to see the 
great Pacific Ocean shining right 
below us, spread out in all three 
directions as far as the eye could 
see. How wonderful it would be 
to lie on that warm beach and 
sleep clear through a peaceful 
night once again; not having to 
get up exactly every four hours 
and stand guard over a black, 
cold machinegun; waiting for a 
strange sound or movement that 
could mean sudden death for me 
and my friends; hoping that it 
was only one “soldier of death” 
and not a dozen or more trying to 
break through our front lines. 


Some Lived—Some Died 


Why was I here in this God- 
forsaken, wet, smeliy, bloody 
place, over five thousand miles 
away from home? Some of my 
best friends have died here, but I 
hadn’t. Some had been wounded 
so badly that we had to carry 
them all the way down the moun- 
tainside in crude stretchers. Some 
stretchers were carelessly con- 
structed of tree branches’ and 
army raincoats, usually splashed 
by dried mud or spotted with 
human blood. The seriously wound- 
ed would groan every few min- 
utes but others cried constantly. 
I wasn’t sick or wounded (as yet) 
for God had been good to me. He 
had answered the prayers of those 
back home in Tacoma, Washing- 
ton. Now the fighting on this is- 
land was over and the Americans 
had..won. However, we didn’t fully 
realize’it then. It wasn’t until we 
were safely on a ship sailing back 
to the U.S.A. several months later 
that we really knew and under- 
stood. Yes—we had won some- 
thing; but was it just another war 
between men? 

Christ Pi Died 

To me it was much more than 
a military victory, for war is 
only “kill or be killed.’ I had been 
fighting for something greater 
than mere physical life. This was 
the birthday of my Lord and 
Saviour. I was still free, not only 
from the enemy’s bullets, but 
from the slavery of sin. Christ 
had died for the sins of the entire 
world, much like my friends had 
died for the worthy cause of their 
country many thousands of miles 
away. Christ also left His home 
just as they had; Christ shed His 
blood and died, as they had; but 
He was God in human flesh; they 
were ordinary sinful men. Only 
those few brave men that were 
left behind—under that dark, oozy 
mud and twisted jungle who sin- 
cerely believed that Christ had 
died for them, now have eternal 
life and a heavenly home. 


The Birthday of Birthdays 


Yes, we had certainly won this 
war at a great cost of human 
life (still thinking to myself as I 
trudged along the beach), but— 
‘what does it profit a man to gain 


the whole world and lose his own 


soul?’ It certainly cost God all He 
had to redeem my soul from sin— 
even the physical death of His 
only Son, still the only Saviour 
from sin, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This was the day of His birth, 
always celebrated by Christians 
the world over, annually remem- 
bered during these past one 
thousand, nine hundred and forty- 
four years, since His miraculous 
birth. 

Slowly peeling off my mud 
soaked boots, I slid my toes deep 
into the warm tropical sand. Then 
I stretched my aching body down 
to rest. With my scarred but 
faithful Army pack tucked under 
a dirty, bearded head, I soon 
found myself falling asleep. I 
dreamed of home and thanked my 
dear Lord for giving me such a 
“Wonderful Present” on this—His 
own birthday. 


Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob; 

Be With Us Yet; Lest We Forget! 

Lest We Forget! 


By the Editor 


Dear Brother U—: 


Is Christmas Simply a 
Heathen Festival? 


It is simply not true that 
Christmas is a heathen festival 
with a changed name. Our sen- 
sational friend even quoted from 
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia the 
following: 


“How much the date of the 
festival depended upon the Pa- 
gan Brumalia following the 
Saturnalia (Dec. 17-24) and 
celebrating the shortest day in 
the year and the ‘New sun,’ 
. .. cannot be accurately deter- 
mined.” 


Although this great authority 
plainly says that we cannot deter- 
mine how much (if any) the date 
of the celebration of Christmas 
was determined by ‘the heathen 
custom, your friend pretends to 
know all about it and later plainly 
states that Christmas is simply 
the heathen festival with a chang- 
ed name. .That .kind of talk is 
not reliable. Actually many scho- 
lars have honestly believed that 
Jesus was born on or about Dec- 
ember 25. All we have to go by on 
that matter is tradition since the 
Bible does not clearly say. 

The article, “Where Did We Get 
Christmas?” indicates that all 
Christians suppose that Christmas 
is a f ceanand commanded in the 
New ‘/festament andthe date giv- 
en. That is silly. I never knew a 
Christian who supposed that the 
Bible gave Christmas as the date 
or commanded any kind of -cele- 
bration then. 


Is It Wrong to Decorate With 
Mistletoe and Holly? 
The sensational author of 


“Where Did We Get Christmas?” 
supposes there is something vic- 
ious in using mistletoe and holly 
to decorate at Christmas time. 
Actually poor people often had 
very little to decorate with except 
evergreens from the forest in mid- 
winter. So mistletoe and holly and 
other kinds of evergreens and ber- 
ries have been used. It varies in 
different countries. Even in my 
poverty-stricken boyhood, about 
all we could decorate a Christmas 
tree with was paper chains and 
popcorn on a string. We had no 
glass ornaments, of course no elec- 
tric lights for the Christmas tree. 
The home or church house at 
Christmastime was decorated 
with cedar branches and mistletoe 
since holly did not grow in our 
country, and there was no other 
evergreen. At other times of 
special joy, in spring or summer, 
we used flowers, but there are no 
flowers. in midwinter available to 
the general public in most coun- 
tries. In fall celebrations such as 
Thanksgiving, people use colorful 
fall leaves, pumpkins, cornstalks. 
To make some sinister and wicked 
meaning out of such decoration is 
a poor seeking for publicity. 


Giving Christmas Gifts Can 
Be Scriptural 


And the custom of giving gifts 
to each other at Christmas time 
is not to be taken from the heath- 
en but is a thoroughly Chris- 
tian custom, encouraged in the 
Bible. For example, in Esther 9:22, 
when the feast of Purim was est- 
ablished to celebrate the deliver- 
ance of the Jews from the wick- 
ed plans of Haman to destroy 
them, we are told: 


“As the days wherein the 
Jews rested from their ene- 
mies and the month which 
was turned unto them from 
sorrow to joy, and from 
mourning -into a good day: 


— THE END — 


that they should make them 


Bible Questions About 
Christmas 


I have carefully looked over the article, “Where Did 
We Get Christmas?” in the sensational little magazine you 
sent. The trouble is that the good friend is so anxious to 
make an impression and to shock people. There is some truth 
in what the brother says, but truth that all good Chris- 
tians have already recognized long ago. We know that 
Christmas is commercialized, but that is not why we Chris- 
tians observe it. We know that the Santa Claus myth is a 
lie, and of course we good Christians do not lie to our chil- 
dren. I never tell, and I have consistently insisted that no 
one else tell, the Santa Claus myth as the truth. We know 
also that some heathen religions had a midwinter festival 
to celebrate the winter solstice, But that solstice is about 
December 22, not December 25. 


‘is not ungodly, but Christian. 

Keeping Christmas is certainly 
not a matter of law, but a mat- 
ter of grace, voluntarily observed 
to honor the Lord by Christians 
who wish to do so. 


In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 
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days of feasting and joy, and 
of sending portions one to an- 
other, and gifts to the poor.” 
A similar teaching is given in 
Nehemiah 8:9-12 as follows: 
“And Nehemiah, which is 
the Tirshatha, and Ezra the 
priest, the scribe, and the Le- 
vites that taught the people, 
said unto all the people, This 
day is holy unto the Lord 
your God: mourn not, 
weep. For all the people wept, 
when they heard the words of 
the law. Then he said unto 
them, Go your way, eat the 
fat, and drink the sweet, and 
send portions unto them for 
whom nothing is prepared: for 
is holy unto our 
Lord: neither be ye sorry; for 
the joy of the Lord 


this day 


strength. 


they had 


to them.” 


Note that it was a holy day, and 


is your 
So the Levites 
stilled all the people, saying, 
Hold your peace, for the day 
is holy; neither be ye griev- 
ed. And all the people went 
their way to eat, and to drink, 
and to send portions, and to 
make great mirth, because 
understood 
words that were declared un- 
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the people were to celebrate it be- 
fore the Lord by feasting and by 
unto .._ others. 

hey-were. not..to..besorry,. but 
joyful. We can honor God by 
feasting and rejoicing and sending 
gifts to others, and the custom 
has grown up of giving gifts to 
others at Christmas as a_ holy 
celebration. 

The same spirit naturally creeps 
into other days when we want to 
especially draw nigh to God and 
celebrate some of His goodness. 
Many people send gifts at Easter 
ana others send greeting cards. 
People have special feastings at 
Thanksgiving and Easter and that 
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Thoughtful. .. Practical-- 


“for. busy people: 


Spiritual An orthodox, deeply 
spiritual commentary 

Evangelical Believing in and 
teaching the basic doctrines of the 
church . 

Practical Concise treatment, logi- 
cal development, graded lesson 
plans—primary through adult 
62nd annual edition $2.00 
At your favorite religious bookstore 
or Dept. W-1 
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truths in workaday words. The church needs men; there will be more if boys are held, 
Real Advantage in [International Uniform Lessons 


Mail coupon today and see how The Christian Life Series 
enthusiastic Sunday School. Now enriched with increased i 
cover designs and strengthened lesson material from consecrated writers, 
more than ever emphasizes the advantages of uniform lessons: 


- Simplifies the substitute teacher problem—ALL 


teach the same lesson. 
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MAIL COUPON 
FOR SAMPLE LESSONS 
Prove what a tower of strength 


- Encourages family discussion of the lesson by 
ALL members regardless of department. 

» Permits Assembly of the whole school for 
Superintendent’s summary of the lesson. 


romotes UNITY so vital to a successful 
lustrations, attractive format, improved 


The Christiap Life, Series 


4. Provides the greatest abundance of re- 
lated lesson helps and permits the widest 
possible individual application of lesson 
truths. 


5. Comprehensively covers the Bible in a 
seven year cycle. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Dept. $65, Cleveland 1, Ohio 


Please send me FREE samples of The Christian Life 
Series of Sunday School Lessons as indicated below. 


The Christian Life Series can Cradle Roll Junior Dept. Young People’s Dept, 
rs Do rary —- ministry. Beginner's Dept. Intermediate Dept. Adult Dept. 

edeveryw i J 
Pesan eet eh dhru Primary Dept. Senior Dept. Home Study Dept. 


quick means to better results. 
You will be surprised and de- 
lighted with the richness and 
value of its helps. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Dept. S65, Cleveland 1, Ohio 


FREE CATALOG 0 (Check here) covering Otthes, 8.S. and Church Supplies, greeting 
cards, ete. as well as S. S§. Lesson Material. 
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EVANGELIST 
MICHEAL GUIDO 
Georgia, were in a 
revival, for the second consecutive 
year, in the First Baptist Church 
of Madison, Indiana. During the 


of Metter, 
God-blessed 


10-day revival, Oct. 12-23, there 
were 120 decisions for conversion 
recorded, according to Rev. Ralph 
H. Gronseth, pastor of the church. 

Brother Gronseth writes: 

“Souls were saved at every ser- 
vice held in the church, and many 
rededicated their lives to God. A 
number of our young people dedi- 
cated their lives to full-time Chris- 
tian service, and they already or- 
ganized, at Brother Guido’s sug- 
gestion, a S. O. 8S. (Save Other 
souls) Club. 

“The Guidos also _ presented 
their gospel magic before the en- 
tire student body of our high 
school, and before children of the 
grade school. Also, to a capacity 
crowd at a special service for 
children in the church on the first 
Saturday of the campaign. 

“The Guidos work together as a 
Spirit-led team. They compliment 
each other. Audrey presents the 
truths of God’s Word to the hearts 
of the children and adults by the 
means of thrilling, God-honoring 
magic with a message. Brother 
Michael, a great song leader, is at 
his best when preaching the Word 
of God. He has a master#ul knowl- 
edge of the Word and of men, 
and his straight forward, just long 
enough biblical messages, are 
presented with fruitful effec- 
tiveness. He is humble in spirit, 
and the love of God is manifest 
in his face and by his actions. To- 
gether they reach all ages and 
classes of people. They are hard- 
working, God-called evangelists, 
and their one desire is to see souls 
saved and added to the church. 
I can recommend them without 


“any reservation.” 


* * * 


In a_ recent meeting with 
EVANGELIST JACK YOST, Rev. 
G. W. Kelley writes there were 17 
saved, and 21 rededications at 
Memorial Baptist Church, Al- 


toona, Pennsylvania. 


Following the Altoona cam- 
paign, the evangelist went to Rock 
Falls Union Chureh, Rock Falls, 
Wisconsin (Oct. 25-Nov. 3). -In 
the children’s meetings and in the 
regular services of the church, ten 
came forward to be saved. Rev. 
Charles Sanders is the pastor of 
this work. 


The evangelist and his bride of 
a few months stopped by the 
Sword offices recently. Of course 
all of us who knew Jack were 
pleased to meet Dorothy also. May 
God’s richest blessings attend this 
couple wherever they go with 
His Word. Both were trained at 
Bob Jones University. Brother 
Yost’s address is R. D. 2, Berwick, 
Pennsylvania. 

ok * ” 


The Lord blessed the efforts of 
EVANGELIST AL WELLS in a 
revival campaign at Fellowship 
Baptist Church, Okmulgee, Okla- 
homa. During the two weeks, 6 
came forward for salvation, and 
16 backsliders were restored. All 
but three of these joined the 
church, 


When the evangelist wrote, he 
was in- a meeting at Tulsa Bap- 
tist Temple, Tulsa, Oklahoma. We 
hope to have a final report for 
our readers later, From Tulsa he 


goes to Greeley, Colorado, then 
137 churches and cooperating or- 
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vangelists 


AND MRS. 


By the Editor 


to Collinsville, Oklahoma. The e- 
vangelist’s address is 3088 South 
Bannock, Englewood, Colorado. 

+ ° s 


_A stirring revival took place in 
Calvary Baptist Church, Irving, 
Texas, recently with EVANGEL- 
IST JACK BLACKWELL of 
Houston, Texas, as preacher. Dur- 
ing the 7-day meeting, 14 joined 
the church for baptism and 6 came 
by letter. Rev. E. A. Goldsmith, 
the pastor, writes: “We learned 
the real meaning of revival 
through the ministry of Brother 
Blackwell. We have never seen 
more of God’s people stirred in 
our church than responded in this 
week of revival. We recommend 
Evangelist Jack Blackwell without 
reservation.” 
2 s ] 


EVANGELIST JOSEPH 
BROOKSHIRE and team of Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, have concluded 
a united church crusade in Canon 
City, Colorado, famed home of the 
Royal Gorge and model state pris- 
on. Thirteen churches. sponsored 
the mission, held in the First 
Methodist Church. Capacity 
crowds greeted the team, accord- 
ing to the evangelist’s report, and 
the response was: 52 first-time 
decisions for Christ, 24 family al- 
tars established, and 104 rededi- 
cations. The radio and press gave 
splendid coverage, not only in 


Canon City, but in neighboring 
cities as well. 
Kk * * 
October 30-November 6 the 


Lord blessed the ministry of 
EVANGELIST AND MRS. MICH- 
AEL GUIDO (Metter, Georgia) at 
Stewart Memorial Baptist Church, 
South Bend, Indiana. So great was 
the moving of the Lord that 115 
trusted Christ as Saviour, with 
others coming to rededicate their 
lives. Rev...Robert L. rem gnelt 
states: “Our .church highly 
preciates the emphasis which reg 
placed upon the local church and 
the extremely unselfish attitude 
which was manifested in the lives 
of these, God’s servants... ” 
* * * 


Some 248 persons made decis- 
ions for Christ during the 1955 
Crusade for Christ held in the 
City Auditorium at Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. DR. T. W. 
WILSON of Dothan, Alabama, 
was the evangelist for the two- 
week crusade, October 30—Nov- 
ember 13. Herb Hoover of Atlanta, 
Georgia, was songleader and solo- 
ist, assisted by Bob Anderson of 
Detroit, Michigan, at the organ. 
Phil and Louie Palermo of Youth 
for Christ International were also 
with the team during the first 
week. 


“One of the most gratifying re- 
sults of this crusade,” Dr. Wilson 
said, “was the large number of 
men who made decisions for 
Christ.” Rev. Don McCurry, pas- 
tor of the United Presbyterian 
Church and the chairman of the 
Personal Work and_ Follow-up 
Committee, reports that of the 248 
coming forward, 148 were first- 
time decisions for Christ, this 
number including children who 
went forward in a special child- 
ren’s meeting. 

The work done in Colorado 
Springs by the evangelistic team 
was highly commended by pastors 
of Baptist, Foursquare, Nazarene, 
Presbyterian and Evangelical 
Free churches. 

The crusade was sponsored by 


ganizations, with representatives 
from over 12 different denomina- 
tions. 
SS * * 

EVANGELIST WALT HAND- 
FORD, 214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois, Vice-President 
of The Sword of the Lord Founda- 
tion held revival services October 
23 through November 6, in the 
First Brethren Church of Coving- 
ton, Ohio, where Rev. James O. 
Young is pastor. During the meet- 
ing there were 15 saved and over 
25 rededications. Three complete 
family groups were saved and one 
man for whom the ehurch ‘had 
prayed for years was saved on the 
closing night of the meeting. 


Now | 


(Continued from page 1) 


helped to fan the flames of un- 
belief in my early life. One of 
these was a friend of the family, 
who made an annual pilgrimage to 
our home. I remember listening 
with great interest as he and my 
father talked about Tom Paine 
and Bob Ingersoll and what they 
believed and taught. Then, too, an 
uncle of mine, a man of great 


1 wealth and influence, always sav- 


ed the copies of the Truth Seek- 
er, an infidel magazine, and 
brought them to our home for 
father and me to read. 


Taught Evolution in 
University 


I entered Michigan in the fall 
of 1900, I had looked forward to 
this time for many months. I was 
hungry and thirsty to learn more 
about the world, about the heav- 
ens above and the earth and its 
life beneath. On the first Sun- 
day morning in Ann Arbor, I at- 
tended one of the campus 
churches. The pastor was a young 
man, a graduate of Andover after 
Andover had become modern. In 
his announcements that morning, 
he told about a series of lectures 
that had been given that summer 
to the local ministers and faculty 
members by a noted scholar from 
Yale Divinity School. He and oth- 
ers had been so impressed by this 
new interpretation of the Bible, 
that he had asked the popular 
Secretary of the Law School, to 
teach the subject to the young 
men of the University. The pas- 
tor’s announcement appealed to 
me as it did to forty or fifty 
other college students. We met 
each Sunday in a room in the 


Watch Your 
LABEL! 


If it says 12-55 by your 
name, your subscription 
is expiring. 

Renew Now! 


Believe 


basement of the church and were 
very regular in our attendance. 
As textbooks, we had=the Bible 
and Washington Gladden’s book, 
Who Wrote the Bible? At that 
time Washington. Gladden was a 
Congregational pastor in Colum- 
bus, Ohio. We started with the 
first chapter of Genesis. From the 
first we were taught that the 
Pentateuch was not written by 
Moses but was compiled from 
three earlier writers. We were led 
to believe that the Bible is a man- 
written book, and that early 
Genesis is made up largely of 
myths, fables, and legends, It was 
not until some years later that I 
learned that this teaching is des- 
tructive biblical criticism, which 
had just come from the East to 
the Middle West. Had I known 
then that it had originated with the 
unbelieving philosophers of France 
and Germany, and had spread to 
England and America, my reaction 
toward it would have been much 


different. At this time American 
scholars often went to Europe to 
secure their advanced degrees. 
They not only brought back their 
diplomas, but they brought back 
a belief in destructive biblical 
criticism as well. The result of 
this is that this teaching has been 
passed down through the semin- 
aries, colleges, high schools, and 
even into the grades of our publie 
schools. It is one of Satan’s meth- 
ods of destroying belief in the 
Word of God. 

During my first two years in 
the University, I took several 
courses in biology. They were 
taught by some of the great 
teachers in their fields, men who 
later headed departments in John 
Hopkins, the University of Cali- 
fornia, and elsewhere. They taught 
their subjects well, but laid great 
emphasis on organic evolution. 
They gave us all the evidences in 
favor of the hypothesis but none 
against it. They didn’t even give 
us the history of its origin, It 
was not until some years later 
that I learned of Erasmus and 
Charles Darwin, of Lyell, Hutton, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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lf You Want a Delailed Report of 


When Billy Graham Found Christ 


then the book by that name is for 
you! Read how some Christian laymen 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, prayed 
Then see how 
opposition came. Watch the planning 
and working, then the calling of Evan- 
gelist Mordecai Ham for the meeting. 
Note the working of the Holy Spirit— 
how Billy Graham's heart was touched 
to receive Christ. Follow this thrilling 
story step by step! You will not only 
find a new, fresh, and detailed report 
in this book by Rev. Edward E. Ham, 
but your heart will be warmed and 
you will be challenged in your service 


Paperbound, four full-page pictures, 
only 50c, 48 pages. Order today from 
your bookdealer or add 5c for postage 
and handling charges and write to 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 214 West 
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[] What If We Didn’t Have a Christmas— 
Silent Night, Holy Night—A new song, 
an old favorite, beautifully sung by 
Dick Anthony. 

(Singtime Record No. 1502) 


Happy Birthday Gentle Saviour — My 
Cactus Christmas Tree. — Two lovely 
new Christmas songs sung in true 
country-western style, by Redd-Harper. 
(Singtime Record No. 1104 $.98 


Oh Holy Night—Oh Little Town of 
Bethlehem.—Two old favorites never 
more beautifully presented.—Bill Pearce, 
bass, instrumental & vocal background. 
(Singtime Record No, 1550) ~--.-- $.98 


There’s a Song in the Air—Sleep Child 
Divine.—A lasting treasure of-enjoyable 


listening, sung by Lorraine Morrison, 
contralto. 
(Singtime Record No. 1061) ~... $.98 
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Howard and Ada Skinner—Vocal duets 
—SS1001. Jesus is All I Need; Lord, 
Send Me; Jesus Lover of my Soul. Solos 
by Ada Skinner, Is It Not Wonderful; 
Oh What a Day. Solos by Howard Skin- 
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ner, Songs in the Night; I Will Never’ 


Leave Thee. Organ rendition by Howard 
Skinner, Ivory Palaces. $3.35 plus 25c 
postage and handling. 


[] Songs of Christmas—New and Old. A 
beautiful new album featuring Lorraine 
Morrison, Dick Anthony, Bill Pearce and 
Redd Harper. See “Standard 78 RPM” 
listing for titles 
(Singtime ‘Aiea No. LPS 50) ~. $2.98 
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Or fill out coupon, enclose check or m.o. and 
mail TODAY. (Allow 5% additional for wrap- 
ping and mailing. No ceed. orders, please, 


buy records there — 


[] Redd Harper Album No. LP-RH-53. 
Walkin’ and Talkin’ With Jesus; I’m 
A Happy, Happy Christian; Rally 
"Round The Cross; What This Country 
Needs; Sometimes; Always Remember- 
ed; Turn Back To God America; Be- 
loved Enemy, $3.65 


[] Redd Harper Album No. LP-RH 51. 
Lord, Keep Your Hand 
On Me; My Testimony 
Song; What a Friend 
We Have in Jesus; Show 
Me The Way; Each Step 
of the Way; A Quiet 
Time; Just A Closer 
Walk With Thee; I’m 
Singing For My Lord. 
$3.65 


REDD HARPER 


[] Christmas music by organist Herman 
Voss on unbreakable vinylite. $2.79 plus 
tax and postage. (Super Recordings 
No. SR-1024-LP) 
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[] Songs of C Christmas—New and Old. A 
beautiful new albunr featuring Lorraine 
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C) Mery Niet an: on his saxophone, ac- 
companied by Lorin Whitney on the 
organ, 100A 3 record album. 
Down from His Glory; My Father 
Watches Over Me; His Eye Is On 
the Sparrow; Follow I ibe, aged 
Thee; Beyond the Sunset; 

Not O Gentle Saviour. $3. 35 ‘plus 2 o5¢ 
postage and handling. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Now | 


(Continued from page 7) 


Romanes, and Wallace and of 
their part in its origin. 

I am not condemning the uni- 
versity of which I think so much, 
alone in this teaching. It has crept 
into most of the colleges and uni- 
versities of America. Most of the 
textbooks today are written from 
an evolutionary point of view. 
They are written as if evolution 
were an established fact and not a 
philosophical assumption that can- 
not stand on its own feet. From 
a scientific view alone, the most 
worthwhile evidences are against 
and not for it. 


The scientific method is empha- 
sized in higher education today. 
Students and research workers are 
told to have an “open mind,” and 
draw conclusions only from.  suf- 
ficiegt and reliable evidences. And 
yet in most colleges and universi- 
ties today, the textbooks written 
against evolution are neither 
taught nor listed in their card 
catalogues under the term ‘evolu- 
tion. As an undergraduate student, 
the subject was presented to me 
as a theory, but knowing no evi- 
dence against it, I accepted it asa 
fact. I find that most college stu- 
dents have had a similar experi- 
ence. 

A few days ago, a college pro- 
fessor told me that he is an evo- 
lutionist, but that God had used 
this method of bringing life into 
the world, His god cannot pos- 
sibly be the triune God of the 
Bible. Logically, one cannot be a 
Christian and at the same time 
be an evolutionist. An evolution- 
ist is forced to deny “special crea- 
tion,” the Bible explanation as to 
the origin of life. This denial 
forces a person who thinks logi- 
eally to deny in turn the fall of 
man, the need of a Saviour, and 
the divinity of Christ. 

In the history of philosophy, 
the several schools of thought in 
this field were studied, and either 
due to the emphasis given to ra- 
tionalism, or that it best fitted in- 
to my thinking, I accepted it as 
my philosophy of life. Therefore 
~.I left the University with a firm 
belief -in Satan’s triangle; a false 
religion called destructive biblical 
criticism, a false science called 
organic evolution, and a false phil- 
osophy called rationalism. 


Superintendent of Schools, 
- Joins Church Unsaved 


The following September I be- 
gan teaching as the superintend- 
ent of schools in a Michigan city. 
It was not long until I noted the 
tremendous influence a_ teacher 
has on his pupils. This responsibil- 
ity caused me to wonder about 
joining a church. Not knowing 
just what I ought to do, I talked 
one evening with a banker friend 
who was a member of the Board 
of Education. I told him about the 
matter and asked him what he 
thought I ought to do. When I 
told him that I didn’t believe cer- 
tain things in the Bible, he said: 

“You don’t drink, swear, or 
smoke; I see no reason why you 
shouldn’t join a church.” 

The pastor of one of the 
churches was greatly interested 
in my joining his church. On the 
following Sunday I was baptized 
and given the right hand of fel- 
lowship, and became a member of 
the church without being asked if 
I believed God’s Word or had ac- 
cepted Christ as my Saviour. Like 
countless numbers of people, I 
joined a church before I was sav- 
ed. Within another week, I was 
elected superintendent of the Sun- 
day School. 


some great sorrow may or may 
not bring one to God. Two or 
three years later, our only child, 
a little girl, was taken ill one 
night. At midnight I called our 
family doctor. As the gray dawn 
was breaking in the east, three 
physicians and I were fighting for 
her life. I held her little hands as 
her feet and hands turned blue. I 
‘poured out my soul in prayer that 
~*“God would spare her life, but I 
was not saved and God couldn’t 
hear and answer. That little girl 
- with golden curls meant more to 
me than anything else in all the 
world. With a broken heart, I held 
her hands until she passed to that 
Great Beyond. For many months I 
was bitter against God because 
of my great loss. Now I know 
that all things work together for 


Believe 


good to them that love God. Now 
I know that I lost her for a little 
while, but someday soon we shall 
be together again. 


After five years in this first 
city, I was called in turn to the 
faculties of Wisconsin and Illinois 
universities. At Illinois we joined 
a campus church. After a few 
months I became the teacher of 
the Men’s Bible class and a mem- 
ber of the official board of the 
church. The pastor, now a bishop 
in a great denomination, and I 
became great friends. He was an 
intellectual from an eastern sem- 
inary and I was a teacher of 
science: Neither of us believed in 
miracles, nor that the Bible is 
the Word of God. 


College Scientist Hears Paul 
Rader; Saved! 


After teaching six or seven 
years here, the pastor called a 
meeting of the official board one 
Sunday morning after the service. 
He told us that several of the 
churches of the twin-cities had ar- 
ranged to build a large tabernacle 
for a six-weeks revival meeting. 
Our church had been asked to 
join up with them, and he wanted 
us to vote on the matter. I didn’t 
vote either way, but most of the 
members voted against it, and so 
our church didn’t join the group. 
My wife became interested in the 
cottage prayer meetings that were 
held for some time before the 
meetings in the Tabernacle start- 
ed. I wasn’t interested, I had 
never heard of the evangelist, but 
it was rumored about the campus 
that he had been a cowboy and a 
prize fighter in the West. I went 
that first night because my wife 
expected me to go, and then, too, 
I was curious—curious to under- 
stand how a preacher could preach 
every night and twice on Sunday, 
when our pastor had given up the 
Sunday evening service some years 
before. My wife was anxious to 
get a good seat, so we went early. 
We were fortunate in this, for 
several hundred were turned 
away. 


‘The board. seats, sa\vdust aisles, 
and large choir interested me, but 
my chief concern was the evan- 
gelist and his message. After the 
song service, the prayer, and the 
announcements had been given, 
he suddenly appeared behind the 
pulpit. I do not remember much 
about his first sermon, except that 
from time to time he denounced 
the ministers that preached a 
social gospel and the pagan teach- 
ings of college and university men. 
I was mentally hurt and resented 
what he said, but I kept others 
from knowing what I thought 
and how I felt. I did admire his 
striking personality and the dy- 
namic power that he put into his 
message. We went early again the 
next evening. I wondered if he 
would preach another “red hot” 
sermon, and he did. Again he 
hurled cutting phrases at the 
pastors that are “neither hot nor 
cold,” and at the colleges and 
universities that teach 
religion, science, and philosophy. 
I was mentally hurt more than 
ever. Most of the faculty mem- 
bers didn’t go the second. time, 
but I held on. He made me angry 
every night, and yet I admired his 
skill in preaching to so large a 
crowd of people. I noted his 
method of holding the attention 
and interest. He would state some 
great spiritual truth, give some 
scriptural statement for evidence, 
and then follow with a story or 
example. 


One evening the evangelist told 
us the story of his life. My sur- 
prise grew to wonder when he 
told that his father had been a 
district superintendent in the 
same denomination as our church; 
his early attempts at preaching; 
his experiences in university and 
seminary; his loss of faith- and 
giving up of the ministry; his 
business career; and finally how 
he found his way back to faith 
and God. When a man tells me 
that he is a fisherman he has my 
interest at once, because I know 
that we have something in com- 
mon. I had guessed that the evan- 
gelist was not an educated man, 
and now I know that he is highly 
trained. He had had the same 
experiences as I. 


That night as we walked home 


a false 


(Continued from page 1) 


unto me, as a wise masterbuild- 
er, I have laid the foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon. But 
let every man take heed how he 
buildeth thereupon. For other 
foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
No foundation can be laid but 
Jesus Christ. 


Isaiah 28:16 has a prophecy a- 
bout Jesus Christ which _ says, 
“Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, 


under the stars, I had little to 
say, but my brain was on fire, 
and the fire lasted far into the 
night and into’ the following 
nights. This question was burning 
itself into my soul: “Could it be 
possible that my philosophy and 
my religion were both false?” 
Seemingly, for the first time, I 
began thinking things through for 
myself. Time, space, matter, life, 
sin, and salvation were questions 
that I struggled with far into the 
nights, And then the Holy Spirit 
must have begun to speak to my 
soul. I had studied geology, but 
I had never realized that was old, 
very old, before Adam and Eve 


from a unicellular form in the 


no truth in spontaneous genera- 


evolved from some lower animal. 
Could it be possible that God the 
Father created the dust of the 
ground; that Christ the Son form- 


animals, and men; and that God 
the Holy Spirit breathed into 


life, and they became living 
things? I had believed that sinful 
acts were the results of a warped 
brain or a lack of education. Could 
it be possible that there is a 
Devil? 
the Garden? Was the sin of Adam 


all mankind? I had believed that 
Jesus lived and that He was a 
good man,.Could it be possible that 
He is the Son of God, that He 
died for my inherited fallen na- 
ture, that on the cross He imputed 
salvation on all that would be- 
lieve? 


understand that my questions, my 
doubts, and my unbelief were 
largely due to my interpretation of 
the book of Genesis. I have, 
through the years since, . found 


that wonderful experience which 


the night that the evangelist gave 
his testimony; the prayers of oth- 
ers helped, and the Holy Spirit 


might have had a crash landing, 
so to speak, into the new life in 
Christ Jesus, I would then have a 


one day God in His great love 
reached down and pulled me in. 


ish. 

I have told the story of my con- 
version, how I became a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, how I 
was changed from an infidel to an 
evangelist to preach to men in 
the street and in parks and in pul- 
pits from the Atlantic to the Pa- 


Now I am giving it in this mes- 
sage, trusting that someone in the 
darkness and gloom of the valley 
of doubt may catch the vision of 
Christ as Saviour, and ever after 
live on the sunlit top of the moun- 
tain of faith. And, also, I am giv- 
ing this message with the hope 
and prayer that it might be an 


someone find his way to Him. 


‘Twice lifted up—from earth to 
cross, 


throne— 
Along the way that once He trod 


Own. 


— THE END — 


Was Peter the First Pope? 


and Eve imputed—passed on—to| 


came into being. I had been led|% 
to believe that all life had come/% 


Silurian sea. Could Pasteur be|# 
right in concluding that there is|: 


tion. I had believed that man|¥% 


ed the dust into flowers, trees, | @ 


these lifeless bodies the breath of | ¢ 


Did he influence Eve in ‘ 


Any reader of this message will ) 


that this is the common experi- | 
ence of most people. Because of |.% 
this I have called Genesis the fy 
battlefield of faith. I did not have} 


some have when they see like al¥ 
flash that they are lost and need/¥ 
a Saviour. Faith started in my life/y 


was kind to me. I Wish that I}: 


spiritual birthday. However, faith |¥q 
in my life grew and grew until/? 


Therefore, after many years I/¥@ 
thank the late Paul Rader for his }¥# 
story and the good God who is|¥# 
not willing that any should per-/# 


cific, and God has always blessed. |} 


instrument in God’s hand to help|¢ 


And from the cross to glory’s 


The lifted Christ still draws His|% 


= 
. age 


a precious corner stone, a sure 


foundation: he that believeth shall |. 


not make haste.” This Scripture 
speaks of Christ as a foundation 
stone, a precious corner stone. Je- 
sus is both. Many times in the 
Old Testament the Lord Himself is 
called a Rock, Psalm 18:2 says, 
“The Lord is my rock, and my 
fortress, and my deliverer; my 
God, my strength, in whom I will 
trust; my. buckler, and the horn 
of my salvation, and my high 
tower.” You see, the rock, or 
stone, upon which the church is 
built, is Jesus Christ Himself, 
and not Peter. Jesus said to Peter, 
“Thou art Peter (a boulder, or a 
little rock, the word means) and 
upon this rock (Christ, the foun- 
dation bedrock, a different Greek 
word) I will build my church.” 

Peter had just said to Jesus, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God” (Matt. 16:16). So 
Jesus is telling Peter that upon 
Himself the church would be 
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Here are the chapters in this beautiful library-bound volume: 


1. I Love Christmas % 
2 The Shepherds’ Christmas 
. Gifts of the Wise Men 

- No Room for Jesus 

- Immanuel—*God With Us’”’ 

. The Virgin-Born Saviour 

- Wonderful Jesus! 


The colors of this book are green and scarlet; the manger 
scene with the Baby Jesus—everything about the book makes 
it an ideal gift for Christmas. The first chapter answers ques- 
tions about Christmas that everybody wants to know. Was Jesus 
really born December 25th? Is Christ Mass really a Roman 
Catholic mass day? Is Christmas the remnant of a heathen 
holiday? Is it wrong to have Christmas trees? Are they for- 
bidden in the Bible? Other chapters give heart-warming dis- 
cussions of Jesus being born in a stable because there was no 
room in the inn, accounts of the shepherds, the angels, and the 
wise men and their beautiful gifts to Jesus. There is a strong 
chapter on the virgin birth of Christ which answers many ques-* 
tions and proving this holy and important doctrine for all Bible 
believers. And all the way through there is simple heart appeal 
to sinners to come to trust Jesus and take Him as Saviour. 
There are decision forms at the end of several chapters and 
many a sinner, we believe, will come to trust Christ this Christ- 
mastime because he reads this book. Be sure to pass yours out 


founded. Christ is the chief corn- 
erstone, the foundation stone, the 
head of the church and the foun- 
dation. A great old song teaches 
this same thing, 
“The church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord.” 


2. Jesus Did Not Give Peter 
the Keys to Heaven or the 
Keys to the Church 


In Matthew 16:19 Jesus said,’ 


“And I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in Heav- 
en: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in 
Heaven.” Catholics think that 
Jesus gave Peter the keys to 
Heaven and the keys to. the 
church, and that whatever Peter 
or his successor (for so they call 
the pope) requires, must be done 
if we want to get to Heaven, In 
other words, they say that the 
Catholic church, with its pope and 
priesthood, has the authority giv- 
en to Peter, and that therefore 
only through the Catholic church 


(Continued on page 9) 
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This book will be given absolutely free with each 3 one- 
year subscription for $5 ($6.50 for 3 subscriptions in Canada and 
foreign countries). Send as many subscriptions as you will, and 
get an extra beautiful, $2 book, J Love Christmas, free with 
every three yearly subscriptions. You may renew your own 
subscription, or renew others, but mark them “Renewal.” 


Give names and addresses carefully. Mail your letter to the 


Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. 


OFFER CLOSES MIDNIGHT DECEMBER 15! 


Be sure to get your letter in the mail and postmarked before 
midnight Thursday December 15. Hurry, hurry! 


Honor Chiist by sending subscriptions this year. Get extra 


copies of this beautiful book to give. Nothing could be more % 
beautiful or fitting as a Christmas gift. “4 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Nine 


Was Peter the First Pope? 


(Continued from page 8) 


can one be saved. But they mis- 
understand and misinterpret the 
Scripture altogether. Again, let me 
give you the most widely accept- 
ed interpretation of this pas- 
sage. The Scofield Reference Bible, 
in a note on this verse, says, 


“Not the keys of the church, 
but of the kingdom of heaven 
in the sense of Matt. 13., i.e. 
the sphere of Christian pro- 
fession. A key is a badge of 

_ power or authority (cf. Isa: 22: 
22; Rev. 3:7). The apostolic 
history explains and limits this 
trust, for it was Peter who op- 
ened the door of Christian op- 
portunity to Israel on the day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2:38-42), 
and to Gentiles in the house of 
Cornelius (Acts 10: 34-46). 

“There was no assumption by 
Peter of any other authority 
(Acts 15:7-11). In the council, 
James, not Peter, seems to have 
présided (Acts 15:19; cf. Gal. 2: 
11-15). Peter claimed no more 
for himself than to be an apos- 
tle by gift (I Peter 5:1), and an 
elder by office (I Pet. 5:1). The 
power of binding and loosing 
was shared (Matt. 18:18; John 
20:23) by the other disciples. 
That it did not involve the de- 
termination of the eternal des- 
tiny of souls is clear from Rev. 
1:18. The keys of death and 
the place of departed spirits are 
held by Christ alone.” 


It is important to note that 
Peter himself never claimed the 
power to save people or damn 
them. Peter never did pretend that 
he was the head of the church. 
Peter never pretended to forgive 
sins on his own authority. He 
never said, as Roman Catholic 
priests say, “Te absolwo,” or “I 
forgive you.” Rather Peter preach- 
ed about Jesus that “To him give 
all the prophets witness, that 
through his name whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins.” (Acts- 10:43). 
There Peter preached to Cornelius 
and his household that whoever 
would beliéve in Christ or’ trust 
in Him should have remission of 
sins. It was not on the basis of 
the mass, or the basis of a priest- 
hood, or doing penance, or say- 
ing prayers, or baptism. Those 
who put their trust in © Christ 
would have all their: sins remit- 
ted, forgiven, Peter said. You see, 
Peter never pretended that he was 
given the power to forgive sins. 
So Peter understood what Jesus 
Sige better than the Catholics 

QO. 


3. In Bible Times Neither the 
Other Apostles Nor Peter 
Thought That Peter Was 
the Head of the Church 


In Ephesians 2:19 and 20, we 
are told, “Now therefore ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God; And 
are built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone.’’ You see, Jesus 
Christ is the chief cornerstone as 
well as the foundation, and the 
apostles and prophets were built 
upon Christ, all of them alike, 
and then we who are left follow 
them. In building a building you 
have first the foundation, then 
you put on other stones, in this 
case the apostles and prophets. 
Then in succession, others who 
were saved were added to this 
church or building, which is ‘‘fitly 
framed together,” as “an holy 
temple in the Lord.” You see that 
here the apostles and prophets 
are all alike a foundation upon the 
one main foundation. Nothing is 


said more for Peter here than for | POPe 


the other apostles and the pro- 
phets. 


In Acts, chapter fifteen, there 
Was a big council at Jerusalem, 


_to decide whether Gentiles needed 


to be circumcised or not. Before 
that council Peter made a speech, 
as you see in Acts 15:7-11. Then 
Paul and Barnabas made speeches 
as you see in verse twelve. Then 
when everybody else was through, 
James made a speech and settled 
the matter; he said in verse nine- 
teen, “Wherefore my sentence is, 
that we trouble not them, which 
from, among the Gentiles have 
turned to God; but that we write 
unto them, that they abstain from 


‘pollution of idols, and from for- 


nication, and from things strang- 
led, and from blood.” You see, 
James had the final say. Then all 
the apostles and elders agreed, 
and they wrote letters carrying 
out the sentence, or the decision, 
of James. Certainly, at Jerusa- 
lem, James was as important as 
Peter when it came to authority 
in the church. Peter was no more 
a pope than James was. He was 
no more a pope than Paul and 
Barnabas were. He was a preach- 
er, and an apostle, but that was 
all. 

Later Paul was preaching at 
Antioch. Gentiles were saved. Pet- 
er was glad they were saved and 
he laid aside his old Jewish pre- 
judices and ate with them. But 
when some Jews came from Jeru- 
salem, Peter was afraid of them. 
So he withdrew himself from Gen- 
tiles. He led other Jews likewise 
to do wrong, even Barnabas. So 
what did Paul do? He boldly re- 
buked Peter, before everybody! 
Galatians 2:11-14 tells the story 
by divine inspiration: 

“But when. Peter was come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to the 
face, because he was to be blamed. 
For before that certain came from 
James, he did eat with the Gen- 
tiles: but when they were come, 
he withdrew and separated him- 
self, fearing them which were of 
the circumcision. And the other 
Jews dissembled likewise with 
him; insomuch that Barnabas al- 
so was carried away with their 
dissimulation. But when I saw 
that they walked not uprightly 
according to the truth of the gos- 
pel, I said unto Peter before them 
all, If thou, being a Jew, livest 
after the manner of Gentiles, and 
not as do the Jews, why com- 
pellest thou the Gentiles to live 
as do the Jews?” 


Does that look like Peter was 
the head of the church, a pope? 
Does that look like he pretended 
to have the keys to Heaven, and 
save people or damn them? Ab- 
solutely not! Peter was only a 
man, a good preacher, one of the 
first of the twelve apostles, but 
he had no more authority than 
Paul or the other apostles, and 
when he did wrong they felt per- 
fectly free to rebuke him. Peter 
never claimed to be the head of 
the church nor to have the power 
to forgive sins, If anyone Says so, 


then they simply do not know the} 


Bible. And Peter certainly knew 
whether he was a pope or not 
and whether Christ had put him 
at the head of the church, and 
whether only he and others ap- 
pointed by him could give salva- 
tion, could forgive sins. No sueh 
thing is taught in the Bible, and 
Peter did not think anything like 
that. 


4. There Are Several Good 
Reasons Why Peter Could 
Not Have Been the 
First Pope 


First, Peter would not make 
a good pope, because he was mar- 
ried. Matthew 8:14,15, and two 
other passages, tell how Jesus 
healed Peter’s wife’s mother, who 
was sick of a fever. Long later, 
Peter still had his wife, for Paul 
spoke of him (Cephas, another 
name here) in I Corinthians 9:5, 
“Have we not power to lead about 
a sister, a wife, as well as other 
apostles, and as the brethren of 
the Lord, and Cephas?” You see, 
Peter still had his wife. There is 
nothing wrong with a preacher 
having a wife. I Timothy 3:2 says, 
“A bishop then must be blame- 
Jess, the husband of one wife.” 
But popes, contrary to the Scrip- 
tures, do not marry, so Peter 
would not have made a good 


Second, there is not a_ single 
scrap of evidence that Peter ever 
went to Rome. The Bible never 
mentions his going to Rome; when 
Paul went to Rome, Peter was 


evidently not there, as Paul does| 


not mention him at all in letters 
written from Rome, and there is 
not any secular history which re- 
liably mentions Peter’s going to 
Rome. That is only a myth, a 
tradition, unconfirmed by any re- 
liable history and unconfirmed by 
the Bible. 


5. The Catholic Church Could 
Not Be “The True Church,” 
as Catholics Claim 


First, Catholics misunderstand the 
meaning of the word ‘church.’ In 
the Bible, the word church some- 
times. means a local congregation, 
like “the church of God at Cor- 
inth.”°(%- Cor. 1:2), on-- "ie 
churches of Galatia, or the 
churches of the Laodiceans” (Rev. 
3:14). A local congregation is a 
church, in the Bible sense. It is 
a called-out assembly. The Bible 
also uses the word church to re- 
fer to the whole body of Christ, 
including all the saved whose 
names are written in Heaven. 
Christ is the head of this church. 
Everyone who is converted, born- 
again, thus becomes a part of that 
heavenly body that will be called 
out and assembled in Heaven 
when Jesus comes. All the saved 
of all ages will be in that church. 


But the Catholic church is not 
a local organization. And it is not 
a spiritual body including all the 
believers of the ages. Instead of 
that, it is simply a human or- 
ganization on earth, headed by the 
pope and cardinals, and under 
them the archbishops, bishops and 
priests and monks and people. It 
is as much a human organization 
as any earthly government, as any 
business corporation. It owns 
property, it carries on its business 


on a worldly basis. No Catholic 


who is intelligent even pretends 
that all Catholics are converted, 
born-again Christians. No Catho- 
lic priest in the world will tell 
you that all Catholics go to Heav- 
en, Every Catholic priest in the 
world is taught to say masses for 
the dead, trying to pray them 
out of purgatory, and hoping that 


it can be done, but not sure of 


it. So the true church, as_pictur- 
ed in the Bible, could not be the 
Catholic church, this human, car- 
nal, worldly organization, a deno- 
mination. When Jesus said, “On 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Was Peter the First Pope? 
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this rock I will build my church” 
He could not have meant the 
Catholic denomination, for that is 
not the Bible kind of church. Next, 
the Catholic church could not be 
the true church .because it is un- 
scriptural on the most vital doc- 
trines of all. It does not even 
teach the true plan of salvation. 
That plan of salvation as given 
by Jesus, was this, “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” In 
John 3:18, John 3:36, John 5:24, 
John 6:40, John 6:47, Jesus plain- 
ly said that all who would per- 
sonally believe in Him or trust 
in Him would have everlasting 
life. Salvation was made wholly 
on the basis of a personal de- 
pendence, a personal trust in 
Christ as a personal Saviour. Cer- 
tainly that is not the doctrine 
taught by Catholics. They try to 
save people through the church, 
and not by direct personal faith 
in Christ. They try to save people 
by mass, by confession, by doing 
penance, by saying over and over 
certain prayers, etc. Catholics are 
utterly different from Jesus 
Christ on the plan of salvation, 


so they could not be the right] 


church, Incidentally, Paul and Bar- 
nabas preached exactly the same 
plan of salvation. In Acts 13:38,39, 
at Antioch they preached that, 
“Be it known unto you therefore, 
men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins: And by him all 


that believe are justified from all 
things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses.” 
To the jailer in Acts 16:31 Paul 
and Barnabas preached, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved.” All New Testment 
preachers and apostles preached 
the same plan of salvation, which 
is utterly foreign to the doctrines 
of the Catholic church. The Cath- 
olic church therefore, could not 
be the true church, 


The Catholics forbid priests and 
nuns to marry. And they com- 
mand the people to abstain from 
meats on Fridays and in Lent. 
This clearly shows that the Cath- 
olic church fulfills the “doctrines 
of devils” plainly prophesied in I 
Timothy 4:1-3. In the Bible times 
pastors and preachers were sup- 
posed to marry. Catholics changed 
that. 

In Bible times, the Lord Jesus 
gave the communion or the last 
supper and taught people to take 
this supper, both the bread and 
wine, in remembrance of Him. 
Catholics changed it and claim 
the bread and wine actually to 
be the body and blood of Jesus, 
instead of representing it, and 
then they take the wine away 
from the people and the priests 
take all the wine. And instead 
of having it in memory of Jesus, 
to remind people that they are 
saved only by faith in His shed 
blood and broken body, Catholics 
put saving power in the ordin- 
ance itself, which is wrong. Hence 
the Catholic church could not be 


the true church. It is unseriptur- 
al in so many vital doctrines. 

In fact, in Revelation, chapter 
17, we have a picture of the Ro- 
man Catholic church as “the great 
whore that sitteth upon many 
waters, with whom the kings of 
the earth have committed forni- 


cation.” Also called, Mystery, 
Babylon the great, the moth- 
er of harlots and abomina- 


tions on earth.” Read that 
chapter and you will see in 
it the Spanish inquisition, 
and the murder of martyrs by the 
Catholic church. Notice the scar- 
let colors in verse 3. Then in 
verse 18 we are plainly told, ‘And 
the woman that thou sawest in 
that great city, which reigneth 
over the kings of the earth.” That 
surely is the city of Rome, Verse 
9 says, ‘““The seven heads are seven 
mountains, on which the woman 
sitteth.” Those are the seven hills 
of Rome, of course. You see that 
the Catholic church, called “the 
great whore,” ‘“The mother of har- 
lots and abominations in the 
earth,” the false church at the 
city of Rome, ruling over the 
kings of the earth, is an abomin- 
ation to God and could not be 
the true church. 

I have gone into this matter 
pretty carefully, and I hope you 
will read the Scriptures and check 
up on these things for yourself. 

It is true that the Catholic 
Bible has some books that the 
Protestant Bible does not have. 
The reason for this is that the 
Catholics simply picked out some 
writings and decided that they 
wanted to have them in the Bible. 
They were never recognized by 
Jews in Old Testament times as 


part of the Word of God, even 
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News Notes 


Moody Films Specially Priced 
for Missionaries 


Through the acquisition of new 
equipment, Moody Institute of 
Science is now able to make its 
science films available at greatly 
reduced cost not only toits alumni 
but to all approved missionaries 
abroad. This offer is for black and 
white films only. 


As an example of the savings, 
“God of Creation” in color is 
$226.83. The regular cost for black 
and white is $113.00, but the spe- 
cial price to missionaries over- 
seas is only $59.00. Similar savings 
apply to all other titles. Orders 
should be sent to Robert Consta- 
ble, 820 N, LaSalle St., Chicago, 
Ill. 


Found “Pot of Gold” at Foot 
of the Cross 


How concerned I used to be a- 
bout the placing of my name as 
a “star” at the head of the cast, 
and about the little details of the 
performance! And particularly a- 
bout the pay-check! The press 
notices I got, the part I was to 
play—these seemed more import- 
ant to me then, than anything else 
in the world. What a prison that 
was! 

I was imprisoned by my own 
ego. It was terrible. It’s gone now, 
gone like snow in the sun. Dale 
Evans has evacuated that house, 
and the Holy Spirit has moved in. 

Every now and then the ghost 
of that old Dale Evans comes 
around, and I get a good laugh. 
I just say, “Go away. I don’t 
believe in ghosts.” And away it 
goes, like a scared tramp. 

I feel like Alice in Wonderland 
—only better, because my wonder- 
land is real, 

All my life I searched for the 


pot of gold at the foot of the] prea 


rainbow; now I’ve found it at the 
foot of the cross. 


From MY SPIRITUAL DIARY 
By Dale Evans’ Rogers 
(Fleming H. Revell Company) 
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the part which was written then. 
The books:of the Maccabees,-. for 
example, were of great interest, | 
and the Jews kept them but did 
not regard them as inspired. They 
never were counted part of the 
Word of God. They do not seem 
to be nor prove themselves to be, 
like other books of the Bible. They 
do not add any divine revelation, 
they do not make plain any other 
doctrine—why should we add to 
the Bible these other books? 


These other books, called ‘the 
apochrypha,” are in print, and a- 
vailable all over the country if 
people wanted to buy them. They 
do not buy them, neither Catho- 
lics nor Protestants, in important 
amounts, Really,. the books are 
not especially interesting and not 
especially helpful, and clearly they 
are not inspired as the Bible it- 
self is. Just as the Catholic church 
felt free to change God's plans 
and go against the Bible in many 
other matters, commanding priests 
not to marry, forbidding common 


people to take the Lord’s supper 


“in both kinds,” that is with bread~ 
and: wine both, and perverting the 
Bible plan of salvation, so Cath- 
‘olics presumptuously added these 
other books to the Bible. Be- 
fore the famous Council of Trent 
they were never regarded as part 
of the Bible by very many people. 

I do not say that no Catholics 
are real Christians. Any who have 
personally repented of their sins 

and have trusted Jesus Christ to 
forgive their sins and save their 
souls are saved. Some, no doubt, 
despite the trappings and forms 
of Romanism, have in their hearts 
found the Saviour. But Romanism 
is a terrible curse. Any true 
children of God who are in this 
unscriptural organization which 
pretends to forgive sins and pre- 
tends to have the sole authority 
of Christ on earth should come 
out and follow the Bible, the Word 
of God itself, instead of following 
the teachings and traditions of 
the unscriptural Roman Catholic 
church. 


— THE END — 


A Missionary-Minded Man in Hell 


(Continued from page 1) 


can they pass to us, that would 
come from thence. Then he said, 
I pray thee therefore, father, that 
thou wouldest send him to my 
father’s house: For I have five 
brethren; that he may testify unto 
them, lest they also come into 
this place of torment. Abraham 
saith unto him, They have Moses 
and the prophets; let them hear 
them. And he said, Nay, father 
Abraham: but if one went unto 
them from the dead, they will re- 
pent. And he said unto him, If 
they hear not Moses and the pro- 
phets, neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the 
dead.” 


The first thing I would like to 
emphasize before attempting to go 
into the exposition of these words 
is the fact that they were spoken 
by the tenderest, the most grac- 
ious, loving Man who ever walk- 
ed this earth—our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He was truly man and yet 
He was truly God, and therefore 
He*could draw aside the curtain 
of the other world and picture 
things as they are over there. 
He knew what was on the other 
side. He had come from the other 
side of the veil into this world to 
reveal God to us and to die on 
the cross for our sins. In this 
story that He relates, He gives us 
some reasons why we ought tc be 
tremendously concerned about 
preparing for what comes after 
death. 
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I emphasize the fact that Jesus 
said these things, because so often 
when we talk to people about 
eternal verities, particularly when 
we deal with the subject of eter- 
nal judgment, they say, “That is 
just the theory of some man.” 
Some even forget that the apostles 
of the Lord Jesus were divinely 
inspired. They say, “It is Paul,” 
or Peter or somebody like that 


who speaks of Hell and judg- 
ment, and of torment after death 
for those who die in their sins. 
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But, dear friends, it is not Peter 
who speaks here. It is not Paul 
who speaks here. It is not one 
of the other apostles. It is Jesus, 
He who is Himself the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, who never 
uttered one word that was not 
absolutely the truth. So when you 
read this story, you are reading 
a truthful record spoken by the 
Son of God. 


Not Just a Parable 
I know some people are very 


fond of speaking of this just as 
though it were just a parable. 
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I am willing to admit that in a 
certain sense it is a parable, be- 
cause a parable is a story told to 
illustrate a spiritual reality, and 


pose. But when men say it is only 
a parable, evidently they mean 
by that that it has no foundation 


Lord Jesus spoke of this as an 
incident with which He was well 
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acquainted. There is not the 
slightest evidence here that He 
was making up a fanciful story, or 


x that this was just an illustration 


of something: altogether different 
from what it purported to be. 
You know, there are a group of 
people today who tell us that this 
could not reveal unto us life after | 


death because, they say, that] 


this story is told for that pur- 


in fact. That is not the case. Our! 


when people die they become ab- 
solutely unconscious until the day 
of judgment. These folks who call 
themselves: Jehovah’s Witnesses 
tell you that. Sometimes very 
well-meaning but misguided people 
called Seventh Day Adventists will 
tell you that. Those called Christo- 
delphians will tell you the same 
thing. But there is absolutely no- 
thing here that would even sug- 
gest that it is simply a fanci- 
ful story. 

If it is just a parable, what does 
it mean? Men have racked their 
brains to try to think up some 
meaning or another. Jehovah's 
Witnesses, so-called, will tell you 
this: They say the rich man here 
represents the Jew, who was a 
man with special privileges in the 
old dispensation. The beggar lying 
at his gate represents the Gentile 
nations outside, strangers to the 
covenants of promise. Their death 
means a change from one dis-. 
pensation to another. The Jew 
lost. his place. of privilege and 
now the Gentile is in Abraham’s 
bosom and he has the place of. 
privilege. All that sounds very 
good. It sounds as if it might be 
a logical explanation of the mean- 
ing of this story if it were only 
a parable. But the trouble is, it. 
doesn’t go far enough. Try ta 
carry that explanation a little 
further and you are right up a 
tree. You cannot carry it through, 
because you know if you take the 
rich man as representing the Jew 
who is now on the outside and 
does not enjoy the blessing that 
once was his, then you have to 
go a little further. The rich man 
cries for help and Abraham says, 
‘It is too late.’ He says, “There 
is a great gulf fixed between you 
and us so that they that would 
come from you to us, cannot; and 
those that would go from us to 
you are unable to do so.’ That is 
not true as applied to represen- 
tative positions of Jew and Gen- 
tile. If I wished to desert Chris- 
tianity, I could go over to a Jew- 
ish synagogue and I could become 
a Jew, as many Gentiles have 
done. And on the other hand, 
doubtless many Hebrew Christians 
are here tonight who can tell 
you, “We once were Jews, reject- 
ing Christ, but now we know Him 
as our Saviour.’”’ When they be- 
came converted and when they be- 
gan to enjoy the blessings that we 
Gentile Christians enjoy, they did 
not hear any voice saying to them, 
“There is a great gulf fixed and 
you cannot pass over. You cannot 
come from your place to the place 
of blessing the Gentiles enjoy.” 
That explanation will not hold 
water. For every Jew may come 
into the full enjoyment of all the 
blessings that we Gentile Chris- 
tians have found in Christ if he 
wills to do so. The gulf is not. 
fixed in this world. 


Now look at the story and take 
it just as you would a story any 
other faithful preacher is declar- 
ing. Suppose, for instance, I stand 
there and I am preaching the Word 
and I want to illustrate some- 
thing. And I say, “A certain man, 
I knew over in California,” and 
I go on to tell something about 
him, without giving his name. At 


you should remain and ask me 


| (Continued on page 11) 
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about the man of whom I spoke, 

and I should say, “I didn’t really 
mean, that I knew: any such. per- 
son. I don’t really know any man 
like that,” I think you would 
look at me in amazement and 
say, “Do you mean to tell me 
that you deliberately stood up 
there and lied in order to try 
to illustrate what you were 
preaching? You said there was a 
certain man in California, and you 
talked as if you knew all about 
his circumstances. After all you 
were only deceiving us.” 


No honorable preacher would do 
that, and I know Jesus would 
not. Jesus was talking to these 
people, preaching a sermon. to 
Jews of the day, and in the course 
of the sermon He said, “There 
Was a certain rich man. *: 
Was there, or was there not? He 
says there was. “There was a cer- 
tain rich man.” Now that would 
get attention from everyone there. 
Many would be asking, “Who was 
that rich man?” Jesus did not 
give us his name. We call .him 
Dives, but Dives just means “rich 
man.” It is just another way of 
giving his condition. 

You know, several times _ in 
Luke’s gospel Jesus speaks that 
way. On another occasion He said, 
“There was a certain rich man 
which had a steward.” The stew- 
ard was said to have wasted his 
goods, and was called to account. 
Do you believe that was not true? 
Jesus was evidently referring to 
some incident with which He was 
well acquainted. On another oc- 
casion He said, “The ground of 
a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully.” He had a bountiful 
harvest. He said to himself, ‘“‘What 
am I going to do? I haven't a 
place to bestow my goods. I know 
what I will do; I will pull down 
my barns and build greater. Then 
I will get in the fruits of my har- 
vest, and I will say to my soul, 
‘Soul, thou hast much goods laid 
up for many years; take thine 
ease, eat, drink and be merry.’ ” 
But God said unto him, “Thou 
fool, this. night thy soul shall. be 
required of thee: then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast 
provided?” 

Was Jesus making up a story? 
He was giving an actual fact con- 


cerning a certain rich man, and 
He uses exactly the same expres- 
sion here, “There was a certain 
rich man.” He did not tell his 
name. This is just a simple story. 
It does not even say, as in many 
instances, “Jesus spake a para- 
ble.” If it had said that, I could 
undertand that He was simply us- 
ing an illustration which may or 
may not have actually occurred, 
though I am inclined to think. that 
in practically every instance, even 
when Jesus used parables, they 
actually occurred, because He was 
absolutely the True One. 

But here He tells us, ‘There 
was a certain rich man,” and 
then He says that he was clothed 
in purple and fine linen and fared 
sumptuously every day; not oc- 
casionally, not one day in the week, 
but every day. This man _ had 
everything his heart could desire, 
everything he might yearn for. 

Then Jesus said, now notice the 


definiteness of it here, “There 
was a certain beggar named 
Lazarus.” He tells us the name 


of the beggar. He knew that beg- 
gar well. You see, “He calleth His 
own sheep by name.” He does not 
tell us the name of the rich man 
because he was not one of His 
sheep. But Lazarus was. The beg- 
gar was one of His, though his 
circumstances were so poor, so 
hard, so difficult. He was a son 
of Abraham. He was a man of 
faith, and yet found in this des- 
perate condition. “There was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus 
which was laid at his gate, full of 
sores.” 


The Beggar Carried by Angels 
to Paradise 


Notice this beggar did not 
come to the gate of the rich man 
begging alms. He did not come 
voluntarily. He did not walk 
there, he could not walk, but his 
friends, such as they were, Ccar- 
ried him there instead of proper- 
ly supporting him themselves, 
looking after him at home. It 
was an easier thing to take him 
and put him down at the gate of 
the rich man. Surely someone 
would give him something, .some 
guest coming out, or the rich man 
himself will do something for him. 
So they laid him there at the 
rich man’s gate. 


He was full of sores. Disease had | 
laid hold of his poor body, and 
he was a helpless, dying man. And 
the dogs had more pity than hu- 
man kind, “The dogs came and 
licked his sores.” 

Then we read, “And it came 
to pass, that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into 
Abraham’s bosom.” There is not 
a word about a funeral for the 
beggar. I do not suppose he had 
one. I have an idea, you know, 
that word was sent to the prop- 
er authorities that a poor dead 
beggar was lying there at the 
gate and that something had 
better be done about it. Probably 
they got his poor body and may- 
be took it out and just buried it 
in the potter’s field. Perhaps they 
did not even do that. Perhaps 
they took it down into the Vale of 
the son of Hinnom where the fire 
was continually burning and where 
the carcasses of dead animals 
were being consumed. I do not 
know what they did with it. The 
Bible does not say. But it tells 
what became of the man’s soul. 
His body died, but he himself, the 
real man, the man that lived in 
that poor stricken body, the man 
who had now left that earthly 
tabernacle so dilapidated, so dis- 
gusting in its outward appearance; 
the man that once lived there mov- 
ed out and the moment he stepped 
out of that tabernacle, the hosts 
of Heaven were there to greet 
him, He was carried by the angels 
into Abraham’s bosom. And Ab- 
raham was in paradise. 


In Hebrews we are told that 
Abraham looked for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God, And Abraham’s 
spirit is among those spirits of 
just men made perfect, of whom 
we read in that same epistle. Ab- 
raham was there in paradise with 
all the saints of past ages, with 
all those who had turned to God 
and trusted His Word. Abraham 
believed God and it was counted 
to him for righteousness. 
not know where some of my 
brethren get what seems to be a 
foolish idea, that Abraham’s bos- 
om was a certain place, and that 
it was a part of hades called by 
that name, Abraham’s bosom was 
the. boson#. of. Abraham. Abraham 
was a personality in paradise, 
though dead as to this world. 

How dare I call him a living be- 
ing? Because my Lord called him 
that when he was talking to the 


I do 


Sadducees. The Sadducees did not 
believe in spirits; they did not 
believe anyone. could live after 
death. They did not believe in 
the resurrection. The Lord Jesus 


said, ‘You do err. If you 
would read your Bible you 
would know better. What. did 
God say to Moses in the 
burning bush? He said, “I 


am the God of Abraham and the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 
He did not say He was the God 
of Abraham and the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob. He said, 
“T am the God of Abraham and 
of Isaac and of Jacob.” And Je- 
sus said, ‘He is not the God of 
the dead, He is the God of the 
living, for they all live unto 
Him.’ So Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob are all alive, though their 
bodies are dead, and they are in 
paradise. 

Now this poor beggar joined 
them there and Abraham, the 
father of the faithful—I think I 
see him rising to welcome this 


poor man who loved God, 4 believ - 
ed in Him, and had had sucha 
hard time on earth. 


You say, “Well, why did God 
allow that, if this man were 
really a man of faith? Why did 
God allow him to suffer?” Peter 
tells why He allows a man of 
faith to suffer, He said, “That 
the trial of your faith, being much 

(Continued on page 12) 
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HOLY LAND TRAVEL 


Specialists in Holy Land travel since. 
1948, our Company arranges trans 
portation, passports, visas, hotels, trans- 
fers, and guided excursions plus special 
meetings and introductions through 
areas of the Mediterranean, the Holy 
Land, Middle East and Europe. Wheth- 
er you wish to be a member of one of 
our regularly scheduled conducted Hori- 
zon Tours, or whether you wish a cus 
tom tailored itinerary just for you and 
your own group, our Company’s ex- 
perience is at your service, Ask for 
free folders on Holy Land travel. 


TOM MAUPIN TOUR ASSOCIATES 
Operators of Horizon Tours 
Bible Land Department 


1236 Massachusetts Lawrence, Kansas 


cent, building bonds. 


© 5 per cent interest annually. 
* 


Co., Raleigh, N. C. 


bond is desired. 


in the Kingdom of .God. 


bond. 


$1,000.in bonds, 


for the amo 


return certified mail. 


Now This Sveskiient Opportunity 


The Longview Baptist Church, 200 N. King Charles Rd., Raleigh, 
N. C., offers for public purchase $10,000 in 10-year, registered, 5 per 


Features of These Bonds 


Interest payable semiannually through the First-Citizens Bank and Trust 


® Bonds are saleable and transferable. 
Principal payable at 10-year maturity date, or sooner if redemption of 


Your principal, while earning 5 per cent interest, is actively at work 


No one individual will be privileged to purchase more than a. $1,000 


Use this opportunity to put some of your savings to work in building God’s 
Kingdom, and in earning worthwhile interest. You may purchase from $50 to 
These Bonds were originally dated as of July 1 and, as. such, 
have currently earned a quarter’s interest. 

Forward your check payable to Longview Baptist Church Building Fund 
t of your purchase today.to Mr. C. N. Snipes, Building Fund-Ghaiz—-— 
man, 106 Lord Berkeley Rd., Raleigh, N. C. Your bond will be forwarded by 


All bonds begin bearing 5 per cent interest as of July 1, 1955. 
C. N. SNIPES, Building Fund Chairman 
a Hoop, Chairman of Trustees 
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K. APPELTON, Minister 
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ROMANS. VERSE BY VERSE by William R. 
Newell. (Moody Press). Teaches the gospel of 
the grace of God. Forceful, provocative to- 
ward further study of Romans and its fiery 
arguments. 577 pages, cloth, $3.75. 

* * 
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DAVIS DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, by John 
D. Davis (Baker Publication). The famous 
Fourth Revised edition, favored by evangeli- 
cals everywhere. Soundly conservativel 848 
pages, plus ApH $5. - (Gift Edition, $7.50) 
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CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ COMMENTARY ON 
THE WHOLE BIBLE, James M. Gray. (Revell) 
Practical, concise, suggestive, and inspiring 
treafment of God's Word by an experienced 
teacher for layman and minister. $3.50 
ao * ; ce 

MEDITATIONS IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS, by 
Erling C. Olsen. (Loizeaux ae Choice 
meditations on each of the 150 Psalms, “A 
aess to set your heart to singing,” 1056 pages. 
6.50 


. 
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THE PROPHET DANIEL, by A. C. Gaebelein 
(Kregel Publications), A Key to the Visions 
and Prophecies of the Book of Daniel. Now 
back in print after being unavailable for 
many years. $2.50 


- * * 


DR. IRONSIDE’S BIBLE. (Loizeaux Brothers) 
A collection of the hundreds of intensely in- 
teresting notes and quotes that covered the 
wide margins of this great preachers's Bible 
Illustrated. $2.50 


BIO GRAPHS 


ACHRISTIAN FICTIONS _ 


UNSHACKLED, (Moody Press) T wenty narra- 
tives of typical Pacific Garden Mission case 
histories: men and women who came into the 
mission and gave their lives to Jesus Christ. 
159 pages, cloth, $2.50. | : 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF MARTIN LUTHER 
by D’‘Aubigne. (Moody Press) A masterly 
work extracted from D’ Aubigne’s History of 
the 16th Century Reformation. Translated from 
French. Helps to a proper understanding of 
the church of today. 550 pages, cloth. $3.50 


(DEVOTIONAL 


THE BIBLE WHEN YOU WANT IT. (Associa- 
tion Press.) Over 200 Bible readings at a 
glance for every need—when tired, sick, 
lonely, tempted, sorrowing, etc. Thumb-in- 
dexed, pocket sized. Cloth. $1.00 
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THE LIVING BIBLE, by Amos R. Wells. (W. A. 
Wilde Co.) “A devotional commentary on the 
entire Bible with a personal devotional medi- 
tation on each of the 1179 chapters.” 343 
pages. Cloth. $2. 00 ; ‘ 


THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD by 
Henry Drummond. (Collins) The famous de- 
votional book inspired. by I Corinthians XIII. 
80 pages. 34% x 2%. White Leatheroid, $.65. 
Black Leather, $1.00. Special Edition. 320 pages 
74 x 4%. Also contains a comprehensive se- 
lection of Drummond's other works including 


The Bich <n of Christianity and eighteen 
er. addresses. Dark Blue Leatheroid. $1.50 


NOT MY WILL by Francena Arnold. (Moody 
Press). The willful young heiress seeks peace 
in vain until she surrenders her life to Christ. 
334 pages: cloth, $2.75: paper, $1.25. 
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STRENGTH OF THE HILLS by Brenda Can- 
non. (Moody Press). An historical novel of 
Civil War days in the hills of North Carolina, 
256 pages; board, $1.50; paper, 69c 

Sd * 
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A CHRISTMAS STORY AND ITS EASTER 
SEQUEL, by William Allen Knight. (W. A. 
Wilde Co.) “An excellent gift book for the 
Christmas and Easter seasons. A delighttul 
story.” 80 pages. Cloth. $1.50 


WS DOCTRINAL? 


ECUMENISM AND THE BIBLE, by Dr. David 
Hedegard. (Evangeliipress) An excellent, fully 
documented study of the ideas of the Ecu- 
menical Movement in the light of the Bible. 
251 pages. $2.00. 
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THE GOSPEL AND ITS MINISTRY. by Sir 
Robert Anderson. (Kregel Publications). A re- 
freshing study of the important doctrine of 
the Christian Fou, Just reprinted. $2.50. ~--- 


JESUS IS COMING, W. E. Blackstone, (Revell) 
“The best brief compendium” on Christ's 


Second Coming, the result of years of careful 
and devout Scriptural research and analysis, 


Cloth, $2.00. nse $1 *. 
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CHILDREN 


MOODY BIBLE STORY BOOK (Moody Press) 
—for boys and girls of all ages! 639 pages 
(6 x 9"). 164 two-color illustrations. Over 400 
stories. F ull-color jacket. $3.95. 

we 


REWARD FOR JERRY by Grace Rice Mac 
Mullen (Sword: of the Lord Publishers). A 
fascinating, refreshing story of the adventures 
of Hurry and Jerry. Illustrated: 96 pages; hard 
case binding, $1.25. 25. 
= 

THE CHILD'S STORY BIBLE, by ‘Catherine F. 
Vos. (Eerdmans Publication) “The best sum- 
mary of the Bible in story form available” — 
Easily read by boys and gitls 7 to 12. 782 
pages, 292 stories, colored pictures; index, 
pronunciation and Scripture guides. $3.95 
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MARIAN’S BIG BOOK OF BIBLE STORIES, by 
Marian M. Schoolland: (Eerdmans Publica- 
tion) 226 simply-told stories that make the 
Bible come alive for children of 3 to 8 years 


= aes _Exciting colored pictures: 345 pages. 
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THE HAND OF GOD AND SUSIE by J. C. 
Brumfield, (Miracle Books Inc.,) oe One 
of the well-known Susie and Johnny adven 
ture series. For Junior age. Each chapter with” 


| salvation appeal. 


QUICKSAND by ie C. Brumiield, (Miracle 
Johnny books, fohnag i is 1a. 18% hoy boy and proves 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


'to save sinners like me, yet I am 


Page Twelve Friday, December 9, 1955 


“tell me?. Oh, I see, the 
——-Ffeti-there should be Hades. It 


(Continued from page 11) 


more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise 
and honor and glory at the ap- 
pearing of Jesus Christ.” God was 
going to make up to this man for 
all he suffered on earth. He trust- 
ed God under the most difficult 
circumstances, and thus glorified 
Him, and some day all would 
be made up to him. What a won- 
derful thing it must have been 
to see that man carried by angels 
into paradise and Abraham _§re- 
ceiving him! 


The Rich Man in Hell 


Then we read, “The rich man 
also died,” and it does not say that 
any angels were waiting for him. 
It says, though, that he was bur- 
ied; “The rich man also died and 
was buried.” Oh, I fancy they had 
a great time when he died. All 
the lodges he belonged to would 
be there in their uniforms, and 
the brass band to play the “Dead 
March” as they went on to the 
cemetery. I have an idea they had 
a wonderful soloist to sing some 
of these lovely things like “Beau- 
tiful Isle of Somewhere.” I have 
an idea they had one or more 
distinguished rabbis of the city 
to preach a great sermon over him 
and talk about all the good he 
had done. He was probably one 
of the miserable idle rich, who had 
not done any good to anybody 
but himself, and that turned out 
to be harm. But that is the way 
they send them off, you know, 
when they are rich. It is so dif- 
ferent when they are poor. He 
would have a great funeral. I 
think the Jerusalem Gazette de- 
voted a whole page to him and 
told about the wonderful things 
this man had done. And all the 
time what about his poor soul? 


Listen to what Jesus says, not 
what I say, “The rich man also 
died and was buried; and in hell 
he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- 
ments.” Oh, but wait a minute, 
brother, here is one of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. What is it he wants to 
word 


does not mean Hell at all. That is 
what Judge Rutherford says. That 
is what all these annihilationists 
and soul-sleepers say, that the 
word Hades does not mean Hell. 
Why do they say that? Because 
they want to get away from the 
thought of suffering after death 
because of sins committed here. 
They tell us Hades is just the 
grave. 


Let’s oblige them and let us 
do away with the word Hell and 
use the word grave instead. “The 
rich man also died and was bur- 
ied and in the grave he lifted up 
his eyes, being in torment.’ Why, 
the poor man must have been 
buried alive! You see, we do not 
do away with torment because 
we change the word. Whatever 
Wwe want to call it, it is there 
and no honest man can fail to 
see that Jesus meant us to under- 
stand that there is something 
terrible after death for the man 
who dies in his sin. There is no 
getting away from that. 


Somebody else says, “Well, I ad- 
mit it isn’t just the grave, but 
Hades is just the unseen world. 


I think the-final Hell comes after 


the Great White Throne.’ For 
the unsaved man, Hades refers 
to a place of suffering between 
death and resurrection. Just read 
it using the Greek word: “And 
in hades he lifted up his eyes, be- 
ing in torment.” It refers here 
particularly to the departed spirits 
of the lost. I do not know what 
torment there will be there. He is 
referring here, of course, to one 
between death and the resurrec- 
tion when he will have a real 
body. He is referring to one out 
of the body though He uses physi- 
cal terms so we can understand 
it. Between death and resurrec- 
tion this man is now suffering in 
.. Hades. 


Let me hasten to say one thing: 
the rich man did not go to Hell 
because he was rich, and the poor 
man did not go to paradise be- 
cause he was poor. That is not 
it at all. I know that Jesus said, 
“It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God.” It is hard, and 
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A Missionary-Minded Man in Hell 


the disciples looked up in amaze- 
ment, and they said, “Who then 
can be saved?” Jesus said, “What 
is impossible with men is possible 
with God.” A man may be a 
rich man and yet be saved, One 
thing about it, if he is saved he 
will want to use his riches to the 
glory of God and for the allevia- 
tion of human misery, and he will 
not leave Lazarus lying outside 
his gate with no one but dogs 
to show any interest in him. If 
that rich man had turned to God 
in repentence, if that rich man 
had been a man of faith, if he 
had received God’s salvation, he 
would have been glad to use what 
God had trusted him with for the 
blessing of others, and not simply 
for himself. There is no sin in be- 
ing rich unless one is selfishly 
rich and thinks only of using what 
he has for himself. Of course 
there is no virtue in being poor. 
One might be very, very poor, 
and be very, very wicked. Many 
poor men are just as wicked as 
some very rich men. 


But the point here is_ this: 
Lazarus was a child of faith. As 
a son of Abraham he believed 
God. As full of misery as he was, 
his heart was going out to the 
God of Heaven whom he had 
trusted for himself. The rich man 
ignored God and had no place for 
God in his thinking. May I ask 
you, which one do you line up 
with? Does God have any place 
in your thinking? Are you much 
concerned about the will of God? 
Are you concerned about the re- 
velation God has given of Him- 
self in Christ? Does the Lord 
Jesus Christ mean anything to 
you? Oh, if He does not, your 
condition is just as serious and 
just as solemn as the condition 
of that rich man just before the 
hour of death struck him and he 
went out into a lost eternity. 


“S 


Unending Torment in Hell 


But now what I am concerned 
about is the change that took 
place in this man after he died. 
He was very selfish while he liv- 
ed, never es apparently, 
in doing anything for other people. 
But you know a remarkable thing 
is, after he died he became a mis- 
sionary-minded man. He _ began 
to think of other people and what 
could be done for them. Not im- 
mediately; at first, just as before, 
he was thinking of himself and 
cried to Abraham—he could see 
him afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom—and he _ said, ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for I am tor- 
mented in this flame.” Look at 
this: you have a praying man in 
Hell. But the trouble was, he 
began praying on the wrong side 
of the tomb. He went through life 
prayerless. The moment that he 
got over on the other side, he 
began to pray. What did he pray 
for? He did not ask for very 
much; only a drop of water on 
the tip of a beggar’s finger. But 
even that was denied him. Liv- 
ing water, the water of life, might 
have been his. He had rejected 
it when grace was free. Now. he 
had come to a place where living 
water was never known, where 
there was no relief from his mis- 
ery. % 

Abraham said, “Son, remember.” 
Oh, the awfulness of _ memory! 
Some of you here tonight, you 
would give everything you have 
to forget some events that have 
taken place in your life. You look 
back over the years and things 
come back that haunt you and 
trouble you many times in the 
restless night. Oh, if you could 
only put it away, only forget it! 
Sometimes you are able to forget 
it for a little while. My friend, 
if you die in your sin, you will 
never be able to forget the one 
sin committed, you will never be 
able to forget the grace you have 
despised, you will never be able 
to forget the gospel messages you 
have heard and refused to believe, 
you will never be able to forget 


the invitations to come to Jesus] 
which fell upon your ears but youf 


turned them down. I think one 
of the most awful thoughts that 
can ever come to a lost soul will 
be this: “Jesus died, yet I am 
in Hell. Jesus died, and I knew 


all about it, and I knew He died 


me.” Memory! 


in Hell, because I wouldn’t trust 
Him, and I might have done so. 
I wouldn’t turn to Him in re- 
pentance when He waited to save 
“Son, remember 
that thou in thy lifetime receiv- 
edst thy good things, and like- 
wise Lazarus evil things: but now 
he is comforted, and thou art tor- 
mented.” 

The comfort that came to La- 
zarus would be in large measure 
the answer to the suffering that 
he endured on earth. We read, 
“Our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and. eternal 
weight of glory” (II Cor. 4:17). 
But all the bitter anguish that 
this man endured in 
would only: be accentuated as he 
looked back and thought of the 
luxury in which he once lived on 
earth when he was so careless of 
God. Eternity—it is an awful 
thing to have to look back through 
all eternity on mercy rejected, 


Then Abraham went on to say, 
“Beside all this, between us and 
you there is a great gulf fixed: 
so that they which would pass 
from hence to you cannot; neither 
can they pass to us, that would 
come from thence.” There you 
have two things: the absolute 


rdenial of the annihilation of the 


wicked that lie on the wrong 
side of the fixed gulf forever, 
and then the denial of universal 
salvation. The man that dies in 
sin will never get over to the 
other side of the gulf, just as 
the man who dies in Christ will 
never get over to the suffering 
side of the gulf. There is a great 
gulf fixed. Thank God it is not 
fixed yet. If you are here tonight 
unsaved, the cross of Christ is 
like a great bridge across that 
gulf. You may take Him as your 
Saviour and pass from one side 
to the other. If you die in your 
sins it will be too late. 


In Hell, He Wanted Others 
Sayed 


denly became awakened to the im- 
portance of missionary effort. I do 
not suppose he had ever given a 


eternity 


Now we find how this man.sud- 


half-shekel in his life for missions. | | 


Why should he? He was not saved 
himself, why should he be interest- 
ed in others? Now in Hell he 
suddenly becomes very mission- 
ary-minded. Then he said, “I 
pray thee therefore, Father, that 
thou wouldest send him to my 
father’s house: for I have five 
brethren.” What a family—six 
brothers, one in Hell, and five on 
the way! “I have five brethren 
that he may testify unto them, 
lest they also come into this place 
of torment,” 


I have heard unsaved men fool- 
ishly saying sometimes, “Oh, well 
if I am lost there will be a lot 
of people there to share with me.” 
My dear friend, that will be no 
comfort to you. Here is a lost 


man and he says, ‘Abraham, can’t 


you do something to keep my five 
brothers from sharing this fate 
with me? I don’t want them here. 
I don’t want them to suffer what 
I am suffering. Won’t you send 
Lazarus to them? Let him go 
as a missionary to tell them the 
way out, to tell them to be saved 
while there is time. I don’t want 
them to come here.’ He knew what 
it meant to be shut away from 
God for eternity, and he said, ‘I 
don’t want my brothers to share 
it.’ 

Abraham answered him and 
said, ‘They do not need 
Lazarus.’ “They have Moses and 
the prophets; let them hear them.” 
What did he mean by that? He 
meant, they had the Old Testa- 
ment. They had their Bibles, let 
them read them. This man Says, 
‘Oh, if one went unto them from 
the dead they would repent. If 
Lazarus -came back to tell them 
what it is like over here, and at- 
tempted to warn them, they wou!d 
believe him; they would repent.’ 
‘Oh, no, they would not. If they 
would not believe the Bible, they 
would not believe a man who 
should rise from the dead.’ They 
would think he had not been dead 
at all, just in a swoon, and that 
he was crazy, anyway, and they 
would not believe him, even 
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though he professed to come back 
from the dead. 

You may say, “Why doesn’t 
God work a miracle to save me?” 
He has worked a miracle when 
He gave His Son to die and then 
raised Him from the dead. That 
was a miracle. God says, ‘Here is 
the record of it. You believe this 
and you will be saved.’ If you 
do not believe that you will never 
be saved. “He that believeth on 
him is not condemned: but he 
that believeth not is condemned 
already.” Why? “Because he hath 
not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.” That 
is what Jesus said. 


What about you? I am not try- 
ing to explain Hell toe you. I can- 
not. I am not trying to tell you 
what any figures mean, if they are 
only figures. I do not know. I am 
just giving what Jesus said, and 
you will have to admit this: that 
the Word of God says if you die 
loving what God hates and hating 
what God loves, there is some- 
thing terrible awaiting you after 
death. Do not try to wriggle out 
of that. Do not try to dispute that. 
It is perfectly plain in God’s Holy 
Word. Oh, think of going out in 
eternity without God! 


Eternity: Time soon will end, 
Its fleeting moments pass away; 
O sinner, say, where wilt thou 
spend 
Eternity’s unchanging day? 
Shall thou the hopeless horror 
see 
Of Hell for all Eternity? 
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Sixteen sermons of the 
old-fashioned 


in which sin is presented as 


revival type, 


rebellion against God; Hell 
as the eternal abode for 
the wicked and unrepentant; 
Heaven as the final home 
of the forgiven; Jesus Christ 
as the divine Saviour. 
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Wherever men love old-time evangelism, there the name of Dr. Fice 
is known and loved. In many of the large cities of this continent he has 
conducted great revivals that have been signally owned and blessed 
of God. In this volume he has collected sixteen of his sermons that have 
been most widely used in the winning of souls. 


As one would expect, these sermons breathe the very breath of 
evangelism and spring from a heart of love for the souls of men. 
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